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1
METHOD OF CONTROLLING DIRECT
POWER CONVERTER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a method of controlling
a direct power converter.

BACKGROUND ART

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2011-193678
describes a direct power converter. The direct power con-
verter includes a diode rectifier, an inverter, and a charge-
discharge circuit. The diode rectifier full-wave rectifies a
single-phase AC voltage and outputs the resultant voltage to
a DC link. The diode rectifier full-wave rectifies the single-
phase AC voltage and outputs the resultant voltage to a pair
of DC power lines (DC link). The charge-discharge circuit
is provided in the DC link and includes a buffer circuit and
a booster circuit. The buffer circuit has a switch and a
capacitor connected in series between the pair of the DC
power lines. The switch is located on a positive side of the
DC link relative to the capacitor. Making the switch con-
ducting discharges the capacitor to feed power to the DC
link. The booster circuit raises the rectified voltage from the
diode rectifier to charge the capacitor. In this way, the
charge-discharge circuit receives the power from the DC
link. The DC voltage is input from the DC link to the
inverter. The inverter converts the input DC voltage to an AC
voltage and outputs the resultant voltage.

Japanese Patent No. 4135026, Japanese Patent No.
4718041, Japanese Patent No. 3070598, “Capacitance
Reduction and Basic Investigation method of A Novel
Single-Phase to Three-Phase Power Converter,” written by
Yoshiya OHNUMA and Jun-ichi ITOH, Papers of Technical
Meeting on Semiconductor Power Converter, IEE-Japan,
SPC-08-162 (2008), “Circuit Configuration and Control
Strategy of Single-Phase to Three-Phase Power Converter
using Active Buffer with Charge Circuit,” written by
Yoshiya OHNUMA and Jun-ichi ITOH, IEE-Japan 2010
National Convention, 4-057 (2010) and “Experimental Veri-
fication of Single-Phase to Three-Phase Power Converter
Using Active Buffer with Charge Circuit,” written by
Yoshiya OHNUMA and Jun-ichi ITOH, IEE-Japan 2010
Industry Applications Society Conference, 1-124 (2010)
disclose techniques relating to the present disclosure.

SUMMARY
Problems to be Solved

As described in detail later, according to Japanese Patent
Application Laid-Open No. 2011-193678, a ratio of a DC
voltage to an amplitude of a voltage input to the diode
rectifier (input amplitude modulation factor) is 12 at a
maximum.

It is an object of the present disclosure to provide a
method of controlling a direct power converter contributing
to increase in an input amplitude modulation factor.

Means of Solving Problems

According to a first aspect of a method of controlling a
direct power converter of the present disclosure, the direct
power converter includes: a first power line (LH); a second
power line (LL), a potential applied to the second power line
being lower than a potential applied to the first power line;
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a diode rectifier (3) that performs single-phase full-wave
rectification, the diode rectifier having an input side con-
nected to a single-phase AC power source (1, 2) and an
output side connected to the first and second power lines; a
charge-discharge circuit (4) provided between the first and
second power lines; and an inverter (5) that converts a DC
voltage (Vdc) between the first and second power lines to an
AC voltage. The charge-discharge circuit includes: a buffer
circuit (4a) including a capacitor (C4) and a first switch (Sc,
D42) connected in series to the capacitor between the first
and second power lines on the side of the first power line
relative to the capacitor, the buffer circuit transferring power
between the first and second power lines; and a booster
circuit (4b) that boosts a rectified voltage from the diode
rectifier (3) to charge the capacitor. According to this
method, power is fed from the buffer circuit (4a) to the first
and second power lines in a first period (T1) when a cosine
value (cos(2mt)) of a value (2wt) twice a phase angle (wt) is
positive. The phase angle (wt) is determined when an AC
waveform output from the single-phase AC power source (1,
2) is regarded as a sine value of the phase angle (wt). Power
from the first and second power lines is received by the
buffer circuit (4a) in a second period (T2) when the cosine
value is negative. A discharge duty (dc) for making the first
switch (Sc, D42) conducting is set to be higher than a first
value (Vm-cosQmt)/(V2-ve)) in the first period and/or a
rectifying duty (drec) for making the diode rectifier con-
ducting is set to be higher than a second value (1//Z|sin(wt)])
in the second period. The first value is determined by
dividing the product of an amplitude (Vm) of an AC voltage
of'the single-phase AC power source and the cosine value by
the product of an across voltage (vc) of the capacitor and V2.
The second value is the reciprocal of the product of the
absolute value of the sine value and V2.

According to a second aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to the first aspect, the rectifying duty (drec) in the second
period (T2) is set to be higher than the second value. The
discharge duty (dc) in the first period (T1) is set at a value
determined by multiplying the first value by a factor (>1)
such that a maximum of ripple of a virtual DC link voltage
caused by the rectifying duty becomes the same as a
maximum of ripple of the virtual DC link voltage caused by
the discharge duty. The virtual DC link voltage is expressed
as the sum of the product (dc-vc) of the discharge duty (dc)
and the across voltage (vc) and the product (drec-Vrec) of
the rectifying duty (drec) and a rectified voltage (Vrec) of the
AC voltage.

According to a third aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to the first or second aspect, the rectifying duty (drec) in the
second period (T2) is 1.

According to a fourth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to the third aspect, the discharge duty (dc) in the first period
(T1) is a value determined by multiplying the first value by
V2 as a factor.

According to a fifth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to any one of the second to fourth aspects, the booster circuit
(4b) includes: a diode (D40) having a cathode and an anode
connected between the first switch (Sc, D42) and the capaci-
tor (C4); a reactor (L.4) connected between the first power
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line (LH) and the cathode; and a second switch (S1, D41)
connected between the second power line (L) and the
cathode. The second switch of the booster circuit is con-
trolled such that in the second period (T2), a current (il)
flowing through the reactor (L.4) becomes a value deter-
mined by multiplying a value (Isin(wt)-1/(2Isin(wt)l)) by a
third value (Im), the factor, and a ratio of an average of a DC
current input to the inverter to a fourth value (Idc"). The
value (Isin(wt)|-1/(2Isin(wt)!)) is determined by subtracting
a half of the reciprocal of the absolute value of the sine value
from the absolute value of the sine value. The third value is
determined by multiplying a value of an input current input
to the diode rectifier (3) by v2 at a boundary between the first
and second periods. The fourth value is determined by
multiplying the third value by 14/2.

According to a sixth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to any one of the second to fifth aspects, an amplitude
modulation factor (D) is reduced as the virtual DC link
voltage increases as a result of ripple. The amplitude modu-
lation factor is a ratio of an amplitude (Vm') of an output of
the inverter (5) to the virtual DC link voltage. The inverter
is controlled based on the amplitude modulation factor.

According to a seventh aspect of the method of control-
ling the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in
the method of controlling the direct power converter accord-
ing to any one of the first to sixth aspects, a switching signal
with a pulse width modulated in a period (tc) determined by
multiplying a cycle (ts) of a carrier and the discharge duty
to make the first switch conducting is applied to the inverter.
When a zero duty (dz) expressed as a value determined by
subtracting the sum of the rectifying duty (drec) and the
discharge duty (dc) from 1 is higher than zero, a switching
signal with a pulse width modulated in a period (ts-drec)
determined by multiplying a cycle of the carrier and the
rectifying duty is applied to the inverter and the inverter is
made to adopt a zero-voltage vector in a period (tz) deter-
mined by multiplying the cycle of the carrier and the zero
duty. When the zero duty is lower than zero, a switching
signal with a pulse width modulated in a period (ts-(drec+
dz)) determined by multiplying the cycle of the carrier by the
sum of the rectifying and zero duties (drec+dz) is applied to
the inverter.

According to an eighth aspect of the method of control-
ling the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in
the method of controlling the direct power converter accord-
ing to any one of the first to seventh aspects, the booster
circuit (4b) includes: a diode (D40) having a cathode and an
anode connected between the first switch (Sc, D42) and the
capacitor (C4); a reactor (IL4) connected between the first
power line (LH) and the cathode; and a second switch (Sl,
D41) connected between the second power line (LL) and the
cathode. In the first period (T1), the second switch is turned
on and off repeatedly in a critical mode or a discontinuous
mode. The critical mode is a mode in which the second
switch is turned on at a time when a reactor current (ils)
flowing through the reactor becomes zero and the discon-
tinuous mode is a mode in which the second switch is turned
on after the reactor current becomes zero. The critical mode
is adopted when a load of the inverter is higher than a given
value and the discontinuous mode is adopted when the load
is lower than the given value.

According to a ninth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to the eighth aspect, when a maximum (ilm) of the reactor
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current (ils) in the discontinuous mode exceeds a current
reference value (Iref), the load is determined to be higher
than the given value and the critical mode is adopted. The
current reference value is smaller than a maximum of the
reactor current when the critical mode is adopted in a state
that the load is at a maximum rating.

According to a tenth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to the eighth or ninth aspect, when a maximum (ilm) of the
reactor current (ils) in the critical mode is smaller than a
second current reference value (Iref2), the load is deter-
mined to be lower than the given value and the discontinu-
ous mode is adopted. The second current reference value is
the same as or smaller than a maximum of the reactor current
when the critical mode is adopted in a state that the load
takes the given value.

According to an eleventh aspect of the method of con-
trolling the direct power converter of the present disclosure,
in the method of controlling the direct power converter
according to any one of the eighth to tenth aspects, a
switching frequency of the second switch (SI, D41) in the
discontinuous mode is the same as a minimum of the
switching frequency in the critical mode.

According to a twelfth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, in the
method of controlling the direct power converter according
to any one of the eighth to tenth aspects, a switching
frequency of the second switch (S1, D41) in the discontinu-
ous mode is higher than a minimum of the switching
frequency in the critical mode.

According to a thirteenth aspect of the method of con-
trolling the direct power converter of the present disclosure,
in the method of controlling the direct power converter
according to any one of the eighth to tenth aspects, a
switching frequency of the second switch (SI, D41) in the
discontinuous mode is lower than a minimum of the switch-
ing frequency in the critical mode.

According to a fourteenth aspect of the method of con-
trolling the direct power converter of the present disclosure,
in the method of controlling the direct power converter
according to any one of the eighth to thirteenth aspects, the
first switch is made to keep non-conducting in the first
period (T1) and the critical and discontinuous modes are
switched in the second period (T2).

Advantageous Effects

According to the first aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, the
discharge duty for discharging the capacitor is increased in
the first period and/or the rectifying duty is increased in the
second period, thereby allowing increase in the DC voltage.
This allows the inverter to output a voltage higher than a
conventional voltage, thereby contributing to increase in an
input amplitude modulation factor.

Additionally, the DC voltage can be increased more easily
by increasing the discharge duty in the first period when the
absolute value of a single-phase AC voltage is small than by
increasing the rectifying duty in the first period.

According to the second aspect of the method of control-
ling the direct power converter of the present disclosure, the
DC voltage is allowed to ripple to the substantially same
degree in the first and second periods. This contributes to
reduction in distortion of an input current of the diode
rectifier.
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According to the third aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, the DC
voltage can become highest in the second period.

According to the fourth aspect of the method of control-
ling the direct power converter of the present disclosure, a
maximum of ripple of the DC voltage in the second period
can theoretically be the same as a maximum of ripple of the
DC voltage in the first period. This allows the DC voltage to
ripple to the substantially same degree in the first and second
periods.

According to the fifth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, a
discharge current of the capacitor in the first period can
theoretically be the same as the discharge current of the
capacitor in the second period. This can prevent the voltage
of'the capacitor from increasing or reducing continuously on
a long-term basis.

The sixth aspect of the method of controlling the direct
power converter of the present disclosure can suppress a
degree of ripple of the DC voltage to be transmitted to an
amplitude of an output voltage of the inverter.

The seventh aspect of the method of controlling the direct
power converter of the present disclosure can suppress
distortion of an input current to be caused by the zero duty
being lower than zero.

According to the eighth aspect of the method of control-
ling the direct power converter of the present disclosure,
with the same average of the reactor current in a switching
cycle, a maximum of the reactor current in the discontinuous
mode is smaller than that of the reactor current in the critical
mode. According to the eighth aspect of method of control-
ling the direct power converter, the critical mode is adopted
when a load is high. This can reduce the maximum of the
reactor current, compared to adoption of the discontinuous
mode under a high load. Thus, a reactor of a small current
capacity can be adopted, thereby contributing to size reduc-
tion and cost reduction of the direct power converter.

According to the ninth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, a mode
can be switched from the discontinuous mode to the critical
mode based on a maximum of the reactor current. This
allows the maximum of the reactor current not to exceed the
given reference value (maximum under a maximum load
and in the critical mode) more properly.

According to the tenth aspect of the method of controlling
the direct power converter of the present disclosure, a mode
can be switched from the critical mode to the discontinuous
mode when a maximum of the reactor current is set more
appropriately so as not to exceed the given reference value
(maximum under the maximum load and in the critical
mode).

According to the eleventh aspect of the method of con-
trolling the direct power converter of the present disclosure,
with the same average of the reactor current in the switching
cycle, a maximum of the reactor current in the discontinuous
mode is smaller than that of the reactor current in the critical
mode. According to the eleventh aspect of method of con-
trolling the direct power converter, the critical mode is
adopted when a load is high. This can reduce the maximum
of the reactor current, compared to adoption of the discon-
tinuous mode under a high load. Thus, a reactor of a small
current capacity can be adopted, thereby contributing to size
reduction and cost reduction of the direct power converter.

The twelfth aspect of the method of controlling the direct
power converter of the present disclosure narrows an oper-
ating range in the critical mode. Thus, the discontinuous
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mode can also be adopted under a middle load and a light
load, thereby contributing to enhanced efficiency under the
middle and light loads.

The thirteenth aspect of the method of controlling the
direct power converter of the present disclosure extends an
operating range in the critical mode. A switching frequency
is dispersed in the critical mode, so that a specific switching
frequency to become a cause for noise of the reactor can be
reduced.

According to the fourteenth aspect of the method of
controlling the direct power converter of the present disclo-
sure, a mode is switched when the first switch keeps
non-conducting. This can suppress fluctuation of the reactor
current to occur in response to mode switching, for example.

These and other objects, features, aspects, and advantages
of the present disclosure will become more apparent from
the following detailed description of the present disclosure
and the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an exemplary concep-
tual structure of a direct power converter;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of an equivalent circuit of the
direct power converter shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a conceptual view showing the waveform of a
current flowing through a reactor;

FIG. 4 is a voltage vector;

FIG. 5 is a timing diagram explaining operation of the
direct power converter in a feeding period;

FIG. 6 is a timing diagram explaining operation of the
direct power converter in a receiving period;

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating a duty in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating an average voltage in the
direct power converter;

FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a duty in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 10 is a graph illustrating an average voltage in the
direct power converter;

FIG. 11 is a graph illustrating a duty in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 12 is a graph illustrating an average voltage, an
output amplitude modulation factor, a DC current, and an
equivalent DC voltage in the direct power converter;

FIG. 13 is a graph illustrating an average voltage, an
output amplitude modulation factor, a DC current, and an
equivalent DC voltage in the direct power converter;

FIG. 14 is a graph illustrating an average voltage, an
output amplitude modulation factor, a DC current, and an
equivalent DC voltage in the direct power converter;

FIG. 15 is a graph illustrating a current in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 16 is a graph illustrating a current in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 17 is a graph illustrating a current in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 18 is a graph illustrating a current in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 19 is a graph illustrating a current in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 20 is a graph illustrating a current in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 21 is a graph illustrating a harmonic component of
an input current in the direct power converter;

FIG. 22 is a graph illustrating a harmonic component of
an input current in the direct power converter;
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FIG. 23 is a graph illustrating a harmonic component of
an input current in the direct power converter;

FIG. 24 is a graph illustrating quantities in the direct
power converter;

FIG. 25 is a graph illustrating quantities in the direct
power converter;

FIG. 26 is a graph illustrating quantities in the direct
power converter;

FIG. 27 is a graph illustrating a duty in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 28 is a graph illustrating an average voltage, an
output amplitude modulation factor, a DC current, and an
equivalent DC voltage in the direct power converter;

FIG. 29 is a graph illustrating a current in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 30 is a graph illustrating power in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 31 is a graph illustrating a duty in the direct power
converter;

FIG. 32 is a timing chart explaining operation of the direct
power converter in the feeding period;

FIG. 33 is a graph illustrating quantities in the direct
power converter;

FIG. 34 is a timing diagram explaining operation of the
direct power converter in the receiving period;

FIG. 35 is a graph illustrating quantities in the direct
power converter;

FIG. 36 is an example of a conceptual internal structure
of a controller;

FIG. 37 is a graph illustrating quantities in the direct
power converter;

FIG. 38 is a graph illustrating a peak value of a current
flowing through the reactor;

FIG. 39 is a graph illustrating an across voltage of a
capacitor and a single-phase AC voltage;

FIG. 40 is a graph illustrating an across voltage of a
capacitor and a single-phase AC voltage;

FIG. 41 is an explanation of switching between a critical
mode and a discontinuous mode;

FIG. 42 is a graph illustrating quantities in the direct
power converter;

FIG. 43 is an explanation of switching between the critical
and discontinuous modes; and

FIG. 44 is an example of a conceptual internal structure
of the controller.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT(S)

A. Structure of Direct Power Converter

As shown in FIG. 1, a direct power converter includes a
diode rectifier 3, a charge-discharge circuit 4, and an inverter
5.

The diode rectifier 3 is connected for example through a
filter 2 to a single-phase AC power source 1. The filter 2
includes a reactor [.2 and a capacitor C2. The reactor [.2 is
provided between one of two output terminals of the single-
phase AC power source 1 and the diode rectifier 3. The
capacitor C2 is provided between the two output terminals
of the single-phase AC power source 1. The filter 2 removes
a high-frequency component of a current. The filter 2 may be
omitted. For the sake of simplicity, the function of the filter
2 is disregarded in the following description.

The diode rectifier 3 includes a diode D31, a diode D32,
a diode D33, and a diode D34. The diodes D31 to D34 form
a bridge circuit that single-phase full-wave rectifies a single-
phase AC voltage Vin as an input voltage from the singe-
phase AC power source 1 to convert the single-phase AC
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voltage Vin to a rectified voltage and output the rectified
voltage to between a DC power line LH and a DC power line
LL. The DC power line LH receives a potential higher than
apotential applied to the DC power line LL. An input current
Iin flows from the single-phase AC power source 1 into the
diode rectifier 3.

The charge-discharge circuit 4 includes a buffer circuit 4a
and a booster circuit 4b. Power is transferred between the
DC power lines LH and LL and the buffer circuit 4¢ which
includes a capacitor C4. The booster circuit 4b raises the
rectified voltage to charge the capacitor C4.

The buffer circuit 4a further includes a diode D42 and a
transistor (here, an insulated gate bipolar transistor: herein-
after abbreviated as an “IGBT”) Sc connected in antiparallel
to the diode D42. The transistor Sc is connected in series to
the capacitor C4 between the DC power lines LH and LL on
the side of the DC power line LH relative to the capacitor
C4. The antiparallel connection mentioned herein means
parallel connection in which forward directions are opposite
to each other. More specifically, the forward direction of the
transistor Sc is a direction from the DC power line LL to the
DC power line LH. The forward direction of the diode D42
is a direction from the DC power line LH to the DC power
line LL. The transistor SC and the diode D42 can collec-
tively be understood as one switch element (first switch).

The booster circuit 45 includes a diode D40, a reactor L4,
and a transistor (here, an IGBT) Sl, for example. The diode
D40 has a cathode and an anode. The cathode is connected
between the first switch and the capacitor C4. This structure
is known as what is called a booster chopper.

The reactor 14 is connected between the DC power line
LH and the anode of the diode D40. The transistor S1 is
connected between the DC power line LL and the anode of
the diode D40. The transistor S1 is connected in antiparallel
to a diode D41. The transistor S1 and the diode D41 can
collectively be understood as one switch element (second
switch).

The capacitor C4 is charged by the booster circuit 456 to
generate an across voltage vc higher than the rectified
voltage. More specifically, a current is caused to flow from
the DC power line LH through the second switch to the DC
power line LL to accumulate energy in the reactor L4. Then,
the second switch is turned off, so that this energy is
transferred through the diode D40 to be accumulated in the
capacitor C4.

The across voltage vc is higher than the rectified voltage,
so that a current basically does not flow into the diode D42.
Thus, whether the first switch is conducting or non-conduct-
ing depends solely on whether the transistor Sc is conduct-
ing or non-conducting. For this reason, in the below, not
only the transistor Sc but also the first switch including the
transistor Sc and the diode D42 may also be called a switch
Sc.

The DC power line LH is higher in potential than the DC
power line LL, so that a current basically does not flow into
the diode D41. Thus, whether the second switch is conduct-
ing or non-conducting depends solely on whether the tran-
sistor S1 is conducting or non-conducting. For this reason,
in the below, not only the transistor S1 but also the second
switch including the transistor S1 and the diode D41 may
also be called a switch S1.

The inverter 5 converts a DC voltage between the DC
power lines LH and LL to an AC voltage and outputs the AC
voltage to an output terminal Pu, an output terminal Pv, and
an output terminal Pw. The inverter 5 includes six switching
elements Sup, Svp, Swp, Sun, Svn, and Swn. The switching
elements Sup, Svp, and Swp are connected between the
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output terminals Pu, Pv, and Pw respectively and the DC
power line LH. The switching elements Sun, Svn, and Swn
are connected between the output terminals Pu, Pv, and Pw
respectively and the DC power line LL. The inverter 5 forms
what is called a voltage source inverter and includes six
diodes Dup, Dvp, Dwp, Dun, Dvn, and Dwn.

Each of the diodes Dup, Dvp, Dwp, Dun, Dvn, and Dwn
is arranged such that its cathode is pointed toward the DC
power line LH and its anode is pointed toward the DC power
line LL. The diode Dup is connected in parallel to the
switching element Sup between the output terminal Pu and
the DC power line LH. Likewise, the diodes Dvp, Dwp,
Dun, Dvn, and Dwn are connected in parallel to the switch-
ing elements Svp, Swp, Sun, Svn, and Swn respectively.

IGBTs are used as the switching elements Sup, Svp, Swp,
Sun, Svn, and Swn, for example.

An inductive load 6 is a rotary machine, for example. The
inductive load 6 is illustrated in an equivalent circuit cor-
responding to an inductive load. More specifically, a reactor
Lu and a resistor Ru are connected in series. One end of this
series connection is connected to the output terminal Pu.
This applies to a reactor L.v and a resistor Rv and to a reactor
Lw and a resistor Rw. The respective opposite ends of these
series connections are connected to each other.

B. Method of Controlling Direct Power Converter
According to Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2011-193678

A conventional control method is described first. An input
amplitude modulation factor determined by the conventional
control is descried next. Then, a control method of this
embodiment is described.

(b-1) Basic Way of Thinking Power Ripple Reduction

In the direct power converter of FIG. 1, the diode rectifier
3 performs full-wave rectification. Thus, if the inverter 5 and
the inductive load 6 consumes constant power (as applied to
many inductive loads, if the inductive load 6 is a three-phase
symmetric load, for example), power to be supplied to the
DC power lines LH and LL will have a frequency twice the
frequency of a single-phase AC voltage to ripple if no
attention is given to the charge-discharge circuit 4. This
ripple is reduced by the charge-discharge circuit 4. More
specifically, power is transferred between the buffer circuit
4a and the DC power lines LH and LL whereby the power
ripple is reduced. In the below, instantaneous power trans-
ferred by the buffer circuit 4a is called instantaneously
transferred power.

Instantaneous power Pin input to the diode rectifier 3 is
expressed by the following formula with an input power
factor 1. An amplitude Vm and a power angular velocity
of the single-phase AC voltage Vin, an amplitude Im of the
input current lin, and time t are introduced. The product wt
of the power angular velocity w and the time t expresses the
phase angle of the single-phase AC voltage Vin. An AC
waveform is regarded as a sine value of the phase angle wt
of this AC waveform.

M

Pin = Vm- Im- sin®(wi)

1 1
= zvm-lm - sz-Im-cos(Zwt)

The second term of the right side of formula (1) shows
power ripple. This power ripple should be cancelled out by
transferring instantaneously power Pbuf that has the same
value as and a different polarity to the second term between
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10
the buffer circuit 4a and the DC power lines LH and LL. The
instantaneously transferred power Pbuf is expressed by the
following formula:

1 2
Pbuf = EVm- Im-cos(2wr)

Specifically, the instantaneously transferred power Pbufis
expressed as the product of a DC component (Vm-Im/2) of
instantaneous power input from the single-phase AC power
source 1 (or through the filter 2: this trues for the description
given below) and a cosine value cos(2wt) of a value (2wt)
twice the phase angle wt.

It is seen from formula (2) that the instantaneously
transferred power Pbuf can take a positive or negative value.
More specifically, the instantaneously transferred power
Pbuf takes a positive value in a period when the phase angle
wt of a single-phase AC voltage is from 0 to w/4, from 37/4
to 57t/4, or from 7m/4 to 2 (this period is hereinafter called
a “feeding period”). The instantaneously transferred power
Pbuf takes a negative value in the other period (this period
is hereinafter called a “receiving period”). Specifically, the
buffer circuit 4a feeds the absolute value of the instanta-
neously transferred power Pbuf to the DC power lines LH
and LL in the feeding period. The buffer circuit 4a receives
the absolute value of the instantaneously transferred power
Pbuf from the DC power lines LH and LL in the receiving
period. As a result, the power ripple is cancelled out.

The single-phase AC voltage Vin is expressed as Vm-sin
(wt). Thus, the aforementioned range can be equivalent to
the understanding that the charge-discharge circuit 4 outputs
positive power when the absolute value of the single-phase
AC voltage Vin is smaller than a value determined by
multiplying its amplitude Vi by 142, while the charge-
discharge circuit 4 outputs negative power when this abso-
lute value is larger than the value determined by multiplying
the amplitude Vm by 1/2.

Specific operation in the feeding and receiving periods is
described in detail below. Before this description, formula-
tion necessary for consideration is given.

Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2011-193678
introduces FIG. 2 corresponding to an equivalent circuit of
the circuit shown in FIG. 1. In the equivalent circuit of FIG.
2, a current irecl from the diode rectifier 3 to the inverter 5
is shown equivalently as a current irecl flowing through a
switch Srec. Likewise, a discharge current icd flowing from
the capacitor C4 to the inverter 5 is shown equivalently as
a discharge current icd flowing through the switch Sc. A
current flowing into the inductive load 6 through the inverter
5 when the output terminals Pu, Pv, and Pw are commonly
connected to one of the DC power lines LH and LL in the
inverter 5 is also shown equivalently as a current iz flowing
through a switch Sz. A voltage vector including a zero-
voltage vector is described in detail later. FIG. 2 shows the
reactor L4, the diode D40, and the switch Sl forming the
booster circuit 45. FIG. 2 additionally shows a current il
flowing through the reactor [4.

Regarding the equivalent circuit thereby formed, the
following formula is established by introducing a duty drec,
a duty dc, and a duty dz for making the switches Srec, Sc,
and Sz conducting respectively and a DC current Idc input
to the inverter 5:
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irec drec 1 ide
\icd]:\dc 0]\ ]
iz dz 0 il

As seen from FIG. 2, a current irec flowing through the
diode rectifier 3 is the same as the sum of the current irecl
for making the switch Srec conducting and the current il
flowing through the reactor [.4. Thus, as shown by formula
(3), the current irec is expressed as the sum of drec-Idc and
the current il.

The currents irecl, icd, and iz are determined by multi-
plying the DC current Idc by the duties drec, dc, and dz
respectively, so that they correspond to averages in switch-
ing cycles of the switches Srec, Sc, and Sz respectively.
Likewise, the current il is an average in a switching cycle of
the switch SI.

The DC current Idc is the total sum of the currents irecl,
icd, and iz for making the switches Srec, Sc, and Sz
conducting respectively. Then, the following formula is
established:

drec+dc+dz=1

©)

*

Thus, the duties drec, dc, and dz can be considered to be
current distribution factors of the DC current Idc relative to
the currents Irecl, icd, and iz respectively. In the below, the
duties drec, dc, and dz may be called a rectifying duty drec,
a discharge duty dc, and a zero duty dz respectively.

(b-2) Operation in Feeding Period

In the feeding period, the switch Sc is operated to cause
the discharge current icd flowing from the capacitor C4,
thereby transferring the instantaneously transferred power
Pbuf from the buffer circuit 4a to the DC power lines LH and
LL. Thus, the switch Sl is not made to conduct to make the
current il zero. Specifically, the booster circuit 45 is not
operated in the feeding period.

The current irec flowing through the diode rectifier 3 is
required to satisfy the following formula in order to have a
sine waveform:

irec=Im-Isin(wz)!

®

A relationship 11=0 is established in formula (3), thereby
establishing irec=drec-Idc. Thus, the rectifying duty drec is
set by the following formula using formula (5):

©

y _1m|‘ o)
rec_Esm(w)

Power ripple can be reduced by making the product of the
across voltage vc of the capacitor C4 and the discharge
current icd (ve-icd) same as the instantaneously transferred
power Pbuf (formula (2)). Thus, the discharge duty dc is set
by the following formula using formulas (2) and (3). This
achieves discharge of the capacitor C4 to cancel out the
power ripple.

Vm-Im )
c= Yoo Ide -cos(2wr)

o

As understood from formula (4), the zero duty dz is
determined by subtracting the rectifying and discharge
duties drec and dc from 1.

The switch Srec is not actually prepared but it merely
appears in the equivalent circuit. Whether the switch Srec is
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conducting or non-conducting depends on the operation of
the switch Sc and that of the inverter 5. Such operation is
described later together with the operation of the inverter 5.

(b-3) Operation in Receiving Period

In the receiving period, the buffer circuit 4a does not feed
power to the DC power lines LH and LL. Thus, the switch
Sc is not made to conduct to make the discharge duty dc
Zero.

The following formula is derived from formula (3):

irec=drec-ldc+il

®)

It is desirable that the product of the current irecl
(=drec-Idc) and a value |Vinl determined by full-wave
rectifying the single-phase AC voltage Vin be made to be
equal to the DC component (Vm-Im/2) of the instantaneous
power Pin shown by formula (1). This is for the reason that
transferring the instantaneously transferred power Pbuf can
make power to be consumed in a latter stage of the diode
rectifier 3 to become a constant value, DC component of the
instantaneous power Pin. Thus, the following formula is
derived:

Vm-Im

®

|Vin| - irecl =

The single-phase AC voltage Vin is expressed as Vm sin
(wt) and the current irecl is expressed as drec-Idc. Thus, the
rectifying duty drec is set by the following formula using
formula (9):

Im
21dc - |sin(wr)|

10
drec = 1o

The zero duty dz is set by subtracting the rectifying duty
drec from 1 (formula (4)). Setting the zero duty dz in this
way can set a period of a zero-voltage vector required to
cancel out ripple of output power.

The current il flowing through the reactor 1.4 is described
next. Like in the feeding period, the current irec flowing
through the diode rectifier 3 is required to satisfy formula (5)
in order to have a sine waveform. Thus, the current il is set
by the following formula in consideration of formulas (8)
and (10):

. . m (1D
il = Im-|sin{wr)| — m

Specifically, the current il is determined to make the input
current Iin input to the diode rectifier 3 have a sine wave-
form in the receiving period. This can be achieved by
controlling the booster circuit 45 such that the current il
flowing through the reactor [.4 satisfies formula (11). The
booster circuit 46 may be controlled in any of what is called
a continuous mode, a discontinuous mode, and a critical
mode. In the example mentioned here, the discontinuous
mode is adopted. The current il is an average in a switching
cycle of the switch Sl. In the below, an instantaneous value
ofthe current il is called a current ils for discrimination from
the average.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual view of the waveform of the current
ils in the discontinuous mode. A switching cycle of the
switch Sl is identified by T and a conducting period of the
switch Sl is identified by AT1. Then, a boosting duty dl for



US 9,490,722 B2

13

making the switch Sl conducting is expressed as AT1/T. As
shown in FIG. 3, a period when the current ils flows through
the reactor .4 after the switch Sl is turned off is identified
by AT2. The current ils flows discontinuously in the example
of FIG. 3, so that the sum of the periods AT1 and AT2 is
shorter than the cycle T. For the sake of simplicity, the
waveform of the current ils is approximate to a triangular
wave. The current ils takes a value between zero and a peak
value Ip.

In terms of a relationship between time t assuming the
beginning of a switching cycle as a basis (zero) and the
periods AT1 and AT2, the following formulas are estab-
lished. The across voltage vc of the capacitor C4 is charged
by the booster circuit 45 to a higher amplitude than the
amplitude Vm of the input voltage Vin. The inductance of a
charging path is expressed as a value Lm. The inductance of
the charging path is actually determined mainly by the
inductance of the reactor L4, so that the value Lm can be
considered to be the inductance of the reactor L4.

. Vin (12)
ils= —1 (0<1<ATI)
Lm

. Vin 1 . (13)
ils = —AT1 — —(ve = Vin) 1—-AT1) (AT1 <1 <AT2)
Lm Lm

ils=0 (AT1+AT2<1<T) (14)

The peak value Ip shows the current ils determined when
t=AT1 is established. Thus, by substituting t=AT1 into
formula (12), the peak value Ip is expressed as Ip=Vin-AT1/
Lm.

A relationship i1=0 is established when t=AT2 is estab-
lished in formula (13). Then, a relationship AT2=Vin-AT1/
(ve-Vin) is established. In consideration of these relation-
ships, an integrated value of the current ils in the switching
cycle T is determined using formulas (12) and (13) and the
integrated value is divided by the switching cycle T. As a
result, the following formula is derived to determine the
current il:

Vin-ve-T
~ 2-Lm(ve — Vin)

il 2 15

Then, in consideration of formula (11), the boosting duty
dl for making the switch Sl conducting is expressed by the
following formula:

al 2 Lm{ve — Vin)- il
- ve-Vin-T

(b-4) Control on Operation of Inverter

The switches Sc and S1 are provided in the direct power
converter of FIG. 1, so that the respective duties of the
switches Sc and S1 can be determined in the aforementioned
way. Meanwhile, the switches Srec and Sz are not actually
provided in the direct power converter of FIG. 1. The
switches Srec and Sz in the equivalent circuit of FIG. 2 are
controlled equivalently by switching the switch Sc and the
inverter 5. A general way of controlling an inverter is
described first to show a method of controlling the switches
Srec and Sz equivalently.

(16)
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A pair of the switching elements Sup and Sun correspond-
ing to a U phase, a pair of the switching elements Svp and
Svn corresponding to a V phase, and a pair of the switching
elements Swp and Swn corresponding to a W phase are
controlled mutually exclusively. This generates the follow-
ing eight switching patterns as viewed in the entire inverter
5 in response to the switching state of each switching
element. A switching state where an upper switching ele-
ment is conducting and a lower switching element is non-
conducting is expressed as “1.” A switching state where the
upper switching element is non-conducting and the lower
switching element is conducting is expressed as “0.” The
following eight switching patterns develop that show the
respective switching states in all the phases aligned in the
order of the U phase, the V phase, and the W phase: (0, O,
0), (0,0,1),(0,1,0), (0,1, 1),(1,0,0), (1,0, 1), (1, 1, 0),
and (1, 1, 1).

These switching patterns develop in the inverter 5 to
output a current Iu, a current Iv, and a current Iw from the
output terminals Pu, Pv, and Pw respectively in response to
corresponding switching patterns.

FIG. 4 shows a voltage vector V0, a voltage vector V1, a
voltage vector V2, a voltage vector V3, a voltage vector V4,
a voltage vector V5, a voltage vector V6, and a voltage
vector V7 corresponding to the aforementioned switching
patterns. A number determined by considering the afore-
mentioned three numbers indicating a switching state as a
three-digit binary number and converting this binary number
to a decimal number is adopted as “x” in a symbol “Vx”
indicating a voltage vector. As an example, the switching
pattern (1, 0, 0) is expressed as the voltage vector V4.

The voltage vectors V1 to V6 are arranged such that their
starting points agree with a center point and their end points
are pointed outward in a radial pattern. Connecting the
respective end points of the voltage vectors V1 to V6 forms
a regular hexagon. The output terminals Pu, Pv, and Pw are
shorted with the voltage vectors V0 and V7, so that the
voltage vectors V0 and V7 do not have a magnitude. Thus,
the voltage vectors VO and V7 are arranged at the center
point. The voltage vectors V0 and V7 are called zero-voltage
vectors.

Regular triangular regions formed by two adjacent ones of
the voltage vectors V1 to V6 and each of the voltage vectors
V0 and V7 are called a region S1, a region S2, a region S3,
a region S4, a region S5, and a region S6.

The aforementioned switching patterns are adopted selec-
tively to make the inverter 5 operate. When the inverter 5 is
to be controlled using a voltage vector, a command value V*
of the voltage vector can be synthesized from the voltage
vectors VO to V7. By adjusting a period when each of these
voltage vectors is adopted, the command value V* can be
determined arbitrarily in a corresponding one of the regions
S1 to S6. A period when one voltage vector is adopted
continuously is set to be sufficiently shorter than a cycle of
a single-phase AC voltage.

FIG. 5 is a timing diagram illustrating operation of the
direct power converter in the feeding period. For the sake of
simplicity, a triangular wave having a cycle ts is adopted as
a carrier C. As an example, this triangular wave takes a
minimum of 0 and a maximum of 1. Further, the absolute
value of a tilt of this wave during increase is the same as that
of a tilt during decrease, for example.

As described above, the booster circuit 45 is not operated
in the feeding period. Thus, the boosting duty dl is zero, the
rectifying and discharge duties drec and dc are set using
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formulas (6) and (7) respectively, and the zero duty dz is set
using formula (4) based on the rectifying and discharge
duties drec and dc.

The switch Srec is determined to be conducting when the
carrier C takes a value not falling below the rectifying duty
drec, then the switch Srec is conducting with the rectifying
duty drec (is conducting equivalently in a period
trec=drec-ts). Further, because formula (4) is established, by
determining the switch Sc to be conducting when the carrier
C takes a value not falling below the sum of duties (drec+
dz), then the switch Sc is conducting with the discharge duty
dc (becomes conducting in a period tc=dc-ts). When the
carrier C takes a value of the rectifying duty drec or more
and not exceeding the sum (drec+dz), the switch Sz is
conducting (is conducting in a period tz/2=dz-ts/2 appearing
twice in one cycle ts: the period tz is divided in two equal
parts as the absolute value of the tilt of the carrier C during
increase is the same as that of the tilt during decrease.) In
this way, the command value based on the duties drec and
dz is compared to the carrier C, thereby determining the
periods drec, tc, and tz wherein the switches Srec, Sc, and Sz
respectively are to be conducting equivalently in one cycle
ts of the carrier C. As a result of the comparison to the
carrier, timing of making the switch Sc conducting is deter-
mined.

To make the diode rectifier 3 do operation equivalent to
making the switch Srec conducting in the period trec and to
make the inverter 5 do operation equivalent to making the
switch Sz conducting in the period tz, the inverter 5 is
subjected to the following control. FIG. 5 does not show
whether the switching elements Sun, Svn, and Swn con-
trolled exclusively of the switching elements Sup, Svp, and
Swp respectively are conducting or non-conducting.

For the sake of simplicity, a carrier same as the carrier C
used for deriving the respective conducting periods trec, tc,
and tz of the switches Srec, Sc, and Sz is used in the
description herein showing how a conducting period of each
switching element of the inverter 5 is determined.

FIG. 5 shows an example where the command value V*
of a voltage vector is synthesized from the voltage vectors
V0, V4, and V6. This synthesis is adopted when the com-
mand value V* of a voltage vector is in the region S1, for
example. When the zero-voltage vector V7 is not adopted in
this example for the sake of simplicity, adoption of the
zero-voltage vector V7 may be permitted.

For control on the operation of the inverter 5, a phase
voltage command Vu*, a phase voltage command Vv*, and
a phase voltage command Vw* are adopted generally as
command values of output voltages at the output terminals
Pu, Pv, and PW respectively. FIG. 5 illustrates modulation
using the voltage vectors V0, V4, and V6, so that a rela-
tionship 0=Vw*<Vv*<Vu* is established.

To make the diode rectifier 3 commutate when the inverter
5 operates by adopting a zero-voltage vector, a command
value to be compared to the carrier C is changed at a
boundary when the carrier C takes a value of the rectifying
duty drec. More specifically, the switching element Sup is
made to conduct when the carrier C is drec-Vu® or less. The
switching element Svp is made to conduct when the carrier
C is drec-Vv* or less. The switching element Swp is made
to conduct when the carrier C is drec-Vw* or less.

These conducting patterns correspond to comparisons
between a conventional triangular wave and the phase
voltage commands Vu*, Vv*, and Vw* in the period trec.
This is for the reason that a part of the triangular wave of the
carrier C taking a value from 0 to drec is divided internally
by Vu*, Vv* and Vw*. Meanwhile, Vw* is 0 in the example
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of FIG. 5, so that drec-Vw* becomes 0. This means the
switching element Swp is not conducting in the period trec.
As a result of the foregoing operation, the voltage vectors
V0, V4, V6, V4, and V0 are adopted in this order in the
period trec, for example.

The carrier C being drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*) or more makes
the switching element Sup conducting. The carrier C being
drec+dz+dc-(1-Vv*) or more makes the switching element
Svp conducting. The carrier C being drec+dz+dc-(1-Vw*)
or more makes the switching element Swp conducting.

These conducting patterns correspond to comparisons
between the conventional triangular wave and the phase
voltage commands Vu*, Vv*, and Vw* in the period tc. This
is for the reason that a part of the triangular wave of the
carrier C taking a value from drec+dz to 1 (=drec+dz+dc) is
divided internally by Vu*, Vv* and Vw*. Meanwhile, Vw*
is 0 in the example of FIG. 5, so that drec+dz+dc-Vw*=0 is
established and the switching element Swp is not conducting
in the period tc. As a result of the foregoing operation, like
in the period trec, the voltage vectors V0, V4, V6, V4, and
V0 are output in this order in the period tc.

As aresult of the control on each switching element in the
periods trec and tc, the switching elements Sup, Svp, and
Swp are non-conducting in a period tz/2 between the periods
trec and tc. As a result, the voltage vector V0 is output as a
zero-voltage vector in the period tz/2.

Meanwhile, the inverter 5 is allowed to operate with a
voltage vector except a zero-voltage vector when the
inverter 5 receives a current from the DC power lines LH
and LL. Thus, the inverter 5 operates with a voltage vector
except a zero-voltage vector when the switch Sz is non-
conducting.

As clearly understood from the aforementioned descrip-
tion, the period tz is a period determined by the duty dz. In
other words, this is a period when the inverter 5 adopts a
zero-voltage vector irrespectively of (free from) the phase
voltage commands Vu*, Vv* and Vw*. Specifically, the
duty dz can be understood as a duty to make the inverter 5
operate with a zero-voltage vector irrespectively of the
magnitude of a voltage output from the inverter 5. In
consideration of formula (4), the rectifying duty drec can be
understood as a duty obtained by subtracting the sum of the
discharge and zero duties dc and dz from 1.

FIG. 6 is a timing diagram illustrating operation of the
direct power converter in the receiving period. A carrier
adopted in the receiving period is the same as the carrier C
adopted in the feeding period. The rectifying and boosting
duties drec and dlI are set using formulas (10) and (16)
respectively (the current il adopted in formula (16) is
determined using formula (11)).

Like in the feeding period, the switch Srec is determined
to be conducting when the carrier C takes a value not falling
below the rectifying duty drec. Meanwhile, as described
above, the discharge duty do is zero and drec+dz=l is
established using formula (4) in the receiving period. Thus,
unlike in the feeding period, the switches Srec and Sz are to
become conducting or non-conducting exclusively.

A command value based on the duty drec is compared to
the carrier C in this way, thereby determining the periods
tree and tz where the switches Srec and Sz respectively are
to become conducting equivalently in one cycle ts of the
carrier C.

In the receiving period, regarding the operation of the
inverter 5, a command value drec-Vu*, a command value
drec-Vv*, and a command value drec-Vw* are also com-
pared to the value of the carrier C in the period trec. Then,
the respective operations of the switching elements Sup,
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Svp, and Swp are determined and the voltage vectors V0,
V4, V6, V4, and V0 are adopted in this order.

As a result of establishing dc=0, all of a command value
drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*), a command value drec+dz+dc-(1-
Vv*), and a command value drec+dz+dc-(1-Vw*) become
1. The inverter 5 is to operate based on the zero-voltage
vector V0 in the period tz.

The switch Sl is controlled for example as follows. When
the discontinuous mode is adopted, for example, the switch-
ing cycle T is allowed to be a constant value. Thus, for the
sake of simplicity, the cycle ts of the carrier C is adopted as
the switching cycle T. The switch Sl is determined to be
conducting when the carrier C takes a value not exceeding
the duty dl, then the switch Sl is conducting with the duty dl.
The duty dl can be determined by adopting T=ts in formula
(16). Specifically, a period tl when the switch Sl is conduct-
ing is determined as the product of the duty dl and the cycle
ts. This period corresponds to the period AT1 of FIG. 3.

In this example, the switch Sl is switched in the period
tree in synchronization with the carrier C. Alternatively, the
switch Sl may be switched in the period tz or both in the
periods tz and trec. Still alternatively, the switch S1 may be
switched based on a carrier except the carrier C.

C. Consideration on Maximum of Input Amplitude Modu-
lation Factor

An input amplitude modulation factor mentioned herein is
a ratio of a virtual DC link voltage (described in detail later)
to a maximum of the input voltage Vin (specifically, ampli-
tude Vm).

As understood from formulas (1) and (4), the rectifying
duty drec can adopt 1 as a maximum. As understood from
formulas (6) and (10), the rectifying duty drec takes the
maximum when the phase angle wt is /4 (=45 degrees),
specifically at a boundary between the receiving and feeding
periods. It is thus understood from formulas (6) and (10) that
Im/Idc takes a maximum of V2.

At this time, power input to the inverter 5 takes a constant
value that is the product Ide-Vdem of a maximum Vdem of
a virtual DC link voltage Vdc and the DC current Idc input
to the inverter 5. Power ripple is cancelled out by the
instantaneously transferred power Pbuf, so that the DC
component (Vm-Im/2) of instantaneous power input from
the single-phase AC power source 1 becomes the same as the
product Idc-Vdem. Thus, a ratio of the maximum Vdem to
the amplitude Vm, namely a maximum of the input ampli-
tude modulation factor is expressed by the following for-
mula:

an

Vdem B 1
Vm

V2

The graph of FIG. 7 shows examples of the duties drec,
dc, and dz determined when Im/Idc=v7 established in order
for the input amplitude modulation factor to take a maxi-
mum. A symbol T1 and a symbol T2 show the feeding and
receiving periods respectively. In the feeding period T1, the
duties drec and do are expressed by the following formulas
using formulas (6) and (7) respectively. For the sake of
simplicity, the across voltage vc of the capacitor C4 is
considered to be a constant value in FIG. 7.
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drec = ﬁlsin(wt)l (18)

a9

'm
cos(2wr)
ve

de =

The product of a rectified voltage output from the diode
rectifier 3 and the rectifying duty drec is introduced as an
average voltage Vrec. Likewise, the product of the across
voltage vec of the capacitor C4 and the discharge duty dc is
introduced as an average voltage Vcc. The graph of FIG. 8
shows the average voltages Vrec and Vcc when the input
amplitude modulation factor takes a maximum of 1A4/2.
These average voltages Vrec and Vcc are averages relative
to the switching cycles (herein, the cycle of the carrier C) of
the switches Srec and Sc. As described in detail later, the
aforementioned virtual DC link voltage Vdc is the sum of
these average voltages (Vrec+Vcc).

In the feeding period T1, a rectified voltage is expressed
as a voltage Vm sin(wt) input to the diode rectifier 3. Thus,
the following formula is established:

Vrec =2 Vi - sin? (wr) 20

Vm
Vee = — - cos(2wi)

V2

Vm
Vrec + Vec = —

V2

The graph of FIG. 8 shows values determined by normal-
izing the average voltages by the amplitude Vm. This applies
to other corresponding drawings referred to later. It is
understood from FIG. 8 and formula (20) that the sum of the
average voltages (Vrec+Vcc) in the feeding period is main-
tained at a value determined by multiplying the amplitude
Vm by 1¥2.

A relationship dc=0 is established in the receiving period
T2, thereby establishing Vcc=0. Meanwhile, when Im/Idc=
V2 is established in order for the input amplitude modulation
factor to take a maximum, the rectifying duty drec is
expressed by the following formula using formula (10):

1 1 ©@n
V2 Isin(n]

drec =

As seen from above, by multiplying a rectified voltage
[Vinl resulting from rectifying the single-phase AC voltage
Vin (=Vm-sin (ot)) by the rectifying duty drec shown in
formula (10), the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vcc) in
the receiving period is also maintained at the value deter-
mined by multiplying the amplitude Vm by 14/2.

First Embodiment

According to Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2011-193678, the input amplitude modulation is 12 at a
maximum. This embodiment is intended for a control
method contributing to further increase in the input ampli-
tude modulation factor.

<Setting of Rectifying Duty drec and Discharge Duty dc>

Attention is given to the rectifying duty drec in the
receiving period T2 and the discharge duty dc in the feeding
period T1. In the below, in the absence of any particular
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explanation, the discharge duty dc in the receiving period T2
and the rectifying and zero duties drec and dz in the feeding
period T1 are set in the aforementioned ways, for example.

The rectifying duty drec in the receiving period T2 is
described first. The rectifying duty drec in the receiving
period T2 described herein is set to be higher than a value
determined by formula (21) (the rectifying duty drec in the
receiving period T2 of FIG. 7).

Setting the rectifying duty drec in this way can increase
the average voltage Vrec (=drec:|Vinl) in the receiving
period T2. This can increase the sum of the average voltages
(Vrec+Vce) in the receiving period T2.

By referring to FIG. 1, a DC voltage applied to the DC
power lines LH and LL takes the across voltage vc when the
switch Sc is conducting and takes a rectified voltage when
the switch Sc is non-conducting. Meanwhile, for the pres-
ence of the equivalent circuit of FIG. 2 considered herein, a
DC voltage in the equivalent circuit takes a rectified voltage
IVinl when the switch Sc is conducting, takes the across
voltage vc when the switch Sc is conducting, and takes zero
when the switch Sz is conducting. Thus, the sum of the
average voltages (Vrec+Vcce) can be understood as an aver-
age of this DC voltage in the equivalent circuit (this average
is hereinafter called the virtual DC link voltage Vdc). In the
below, the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vcce) is also
called the virtual DC link voltage Vdc. The virtual DC link
voltage Vdc can also be understood as an average of a DC
voltage input to a current source (specifically, the inverter 5
and the load 6) in the equivalent circuit. In terms of the
actual circuit of FIG. 1, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc can
also be understood as an average of a voltage the inverter 5
can output.

As shown in FIG. 9, by setting the rectitying duty drec in
the receiving period T2 to be higher than the rectifying duty
drec of FIG. 7, for example, the sum of the average voltages
(Vrec+Vce) in the receiving period T2 becomes larger than
Vm/V2 as shown in FIG. 10. Specifically, the sum of the
average voltages (Vrec+Vcc) in the receiving period T2 can
be larger than that of FIG. 8. Meanwhile, as shown in FIG.
10, the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vcc) in the
receiving period T2 does not take a constant value but it
fluctuates.

In the case that the virtual DC link voltage Vdc (=Vrec+
Vee) fluctuates in this way, the input amplitude modulation
factor can be considered to be a value determined by
dividing an average of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in
one cycle of the input voltage Vin by the amplitude Vm.

The rectifying duty drec in the receiving period T2 can be
set for example by the following formula:

1 22)
|sin(cwr)|

drec=1-x+

o

In this formula, x is 0 or more and less than 1. FIGS. 9 and
10 each show an example where 0.5 is adopted as x.

The rectifying duty drec set by formula (22) has a
waveform with a downwardly extending projection in the
receiving period T2 and takes 1 at each of the beginning and
the end of the receiving period T2 (FIG. 9, for example).
Thus, a when where the rectifying duty drec fluctuates is not
shorter than the receiving period T2.

The rectifying duty drec is required only to be set to be
higher than that set by formula (21). Meanwhile, it is
desirable that the rectifying duty drec be set using formula
(22). The reason therefor is as follows. The virtual DC link
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voltage Vdc is the sum of the average voltage Vrec
(=drec-Vrec) and Vcc, whereas the average voltage Vrec has
the rectifying duty drec as a factor. Thus, when the rectifying
duty drec fluctuates minutely, its harmonic component is
superimposed further on the virtual DC link voltage Vdc.
Meanwhile, the rectifying duty drec set by formula (22) does
not ripple minutely, so that such a harmonic component can
be suppressed. In the example of FIG. 10, the virtual DC link
voltage Vdc has a waveform with an upwardly extending
projection in the receiving period T2 and takes its minimum
(VmA2) at each of the beginning and the end of the
receiving period T2.

The input current lin (=drec-Idc+dc-Idc+il) also has the
rectifying duty drec, so that a harmonic component of the
input current lin can also be suppressed.

In terms of increasing the virtual DC link voltage Vdc,
together with the aforementioned setting of the rectifying
duty drec in the receiving period T2 or as an alternative to
this setting, the discharge duty do in the feeding period T1
may be set as follows. The discharge duty dc in the feeding
period T1 is set to be higher than a value determined by
formula (19) (the discharge duty do in the feeding period T1
of FIG. 7).

Setting the discharge duty do in this way can increase the
average voltage Vcc (=dc-ve) in the feeding period T1. This
can increase the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vcce) in
the feeding period T1.

As shown in FIG. 9, by setting the discharge duty do in
the feeding period T1 to be higher than the discharge duty
do of FIG. 7, for example, the sum of the average voltages
(Vrec+Vcce) in the feeding period T1 becomes larger than
VmA/2 as shown in FIG. 10. Specifically, the sum of the
average voltages (Vrec+Vcc) in the feeding period T1 can be
larger than that of FIG. 8. This can increase the input
amplitude modulation factor. Meanwhile, as shown in FIG.
10, the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vce) does not
take a constant value but it fluctuates further in the feeding
period T1.

The virtual DC link voltage Vdc can be increased more
easily by increasing the discharge duty dc in the feeding
period T1 than by increasing the rectifying duty drec. The
reason therefor is as follows. The virtual DC link voltage
Vdc is expressed as drec'|Vinl+dc-ve. The rectified voltage
[Vinl takes a relatively small value in the feeding period T1,
whereas the voltage vc charging the capacitor C4 is made
higher than the rectified voltage Vinl by the booster circuit
4b.

The discharge duty do in the feeding period T1 can be set
for example by the following formula. FIGS. 9 and 10 each
show an example where x=0.5 is adopted and ve/Vm=2 is
adopted in the following formula:

Vm
cos(2wr)

V2 e

@23

dc:(\/——\/?x+x)

In formula (23), x is 0 or more and less than 1. Mean-
while, x in formula (23) is not required to be the same as x
in formula (22).

In the examples of FIGS. 9 and 10, the rectifying duty
drec in the receiving period T2 is set using formula (22) and
the discharge duty dc in the feeding period T1 is set using
formula (23). This makes the virtual DC link voltage Vdc to
ripple both in the feeding and receiving periods T1 and T2.
Thus, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc is to ripple in a cycle
that is a quarter of a cycle of the input voltage Vin.
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An average of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc of FIG. 10
(an average in one cycle of the input voltage Vin) is
calculated. This average is found to be about 0.8 times the
amplitude Vm. Thus, the input amplitude modulation factor
determined here is about 0.8. This can increase the input
amplitude modulation factor by about 14%, compared to the
input amplitude modulation factor of 14/2.

The discharge duty dc is required only to be set to be
higher than that set by formula (19). Meanwhile, the dis-
charge duty dc set by formula (23) has a waveform with an
upwardly extending projection in the feeding period T1 and
takes O at each of the beginning and the end of the feeding
period T1 (FIG. 9, for example). This discharge duty do does
not fluctuate minutely.

The virtual DC link voltage Vdc is the sum of the average
voltage Vrec and Vce (=dc-vc), whereas the average voltage
Vee has the discharge duty do as a factor. Thus, when the
discharge duty dc fluctuates minutely, its harmonic compo-
nent is superimposed further on the virtual DC link voltage
Vdc. Meanwhile, the discharge duty dc set by formula (23)
does not ripple minutely, so that such a harmonic component
can be suppressed. Likewise, the input current lin has the
discharge duty dc, so that a harmonic component of the input
current Iin can also be suppressed.

Additionally, by determining the rectifying duty drec
using formula (22), determining the discharge duty dc using
formula (23), and adopting the same value for x in formulas
(22) and (23), a maximum of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc
in the feeding period T1 can theoretically be the same as a
maximum of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in the receiving
period T2. The following describes how this maximum is
derived in each of the periods T1 and T2.

The discharge duty do is zero in the receiving period T2,
so that the average voltage Vcc becomes zero. Thus, the
virtual DC link voltage Vdc is determined as the product
(=average voltage Vrec) of the rectifying duty drec of
formula (22) and Vm-Isin(wt). As shown in FIG. 10, the
virtual DC link voltage Vdc takes a maximum with the phase
angle wt of 90 degrees. Thus, a maximum Vdcmax2 of the
virtual DC link voltage Vdc in the receiving period T2 is
expressed by the following formula:

{ . x } (24)
Vdemax2 =< (1 — x)sin(z /2 + — Vm

V2

- {(1 0+ %}Vm

The virtual DC link voltage Vdc in the feeding period T1
is the sum of the average voltage Vrec of formula (20) and
the product (=average voltage Vcc) of the discharge duty dc
and the voltage vc of formula (23). As understood from FIG.
10, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in the feeding period T1
takes a maximum with the phase angle wt of 180 degrees.
Thus, a maximum Vdemax1 of the virtual DC link voltage
Vdc in the feeding period T1 is expressed by the following
formula:

Vdemax! = \/?Vm-sinz(n) + (\/— —Vox+ X)V—\/;COS(ZH) @5
-
V2
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As understood from formulas (24) and (25), the maxi-
mums Vdcmax1 and Vdemax?2 are the same. This can make
the virtual DC link voltage Vdc ripple to the substantially
same degree in the feeding and receiving periods T1 and T2.

In other words, setting of the discharge duty do in the
feeding period T1 can be understood as follows. The dis-
charge duty do in the feeding period T1 is set at a value
determined by multiplying the right side of formula (19) by
a factor (such as (V2-x-V2+x) that is larger than 1) in order
for a maximum of ripple of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc
to occur resulting from the rectifying duty drec to be the
same as a maximum of ripple of the virtual DC link voltage
Vdc to occur resulting from the discharge duty dc.

<Charging Current icc and Discharge Current icd in
Capacitor C4>

Power to be fed by the buffer circuit 4a in the feeding
period T1 is expressed as the product vc-icd of the voltage
ve of the capacitor C4 and a discharge current icd in the
capacitor C4. In Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2011-193678, this power is set to be the same as the second
term of the second part of formula (1). Thus, the discharge
current icd in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2011-193678 is expressed by the following formula:

. 1 (26)
icd = =— Vm-Im- cos(2wr)
2ve

Vm-Im[ 1
= [sm (wr) — —]
ve 2

In contrast, in this embodiment, the discharge duty do is
set to be higher than that of formula (19). Thus, the discharge
current icd of this embodiment becomes larger than that of
formula (26). As an example, in the case that the discharge
duty dc is determined using formula (23), the discharge duty
dc becomes a value determined by multiplying the right side
of formula (19) by (V2-xV2+x). The discharge current icd
also becomes a value determined by multiplying the right
side of formula (26) by (V2—xV2+x). Thus, the discharge
current icd is expressed by the following formula:

@n

icd = (\/7 - ﬁx+x) Vm.Im[sinz(wt) - %]

Ve

Here, increasing a charging current icc (current to charge
the capacitor C4) in the receiving period T2 is intended in
response to increase in the discharge current icd in the
feeding period T1. The current il flowing through the reactor
L4 is the same as the charging current icc when the switch
Sl is non-conducting. Thus, the current il in the receiving
period T2 is increased with the intention of increasing the
charging current icc. More specifically, the current il in the
receiving period T2 is set to be larger than that of formula
(11). This can reduce a difference between the discharge
current icd in the feeding period T1 and the charging current
icc in the receiving period T2.

As an example, when an integrated value of the discharge
current icd in the feeding period T1 is larger than an
integrated value of the charging current icc in the receiving
period T2, the voltage vc of the capacitor C4 is reduced on
a long-term basis (as seen in a period longer than a cycle of
the input voltage Vin).

In this embodiment, setting the current il to be larger than
that of formula (11) can reduce a difference between these
integrated values, thereby suppressing reduction in the volt-
age vc on a long-term basis.
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In the case that the discharge duty do is determined using
formula (23), it is desirable that the current il be determined
using the following formula:

il = (\/— -V2x +x)[Im- |sin(wr)| — @8

Im
2 - |sin{cwr)| ]

Specifically, it is desirable that the current il be set at a
value determined by multiplying the right side of formula
(11) by (V2-xV2+x) as a factor. In other words, the switch
S1in the booster circuit 45 is controlled such that the current
il satisfies formula (28). This can be achieved by controlling
the switch Sl by adopting the boosting duty dl determined by
substituting formula (28) into formula (16). As a result, the
charging current icc and the discharge current icd can be the
same, as described in detail below.

The booster circuit 45 is a booster chopper circuit that
generally establishes the following formula:

_El
" dec

" 29

In this formula, E1 is an input voltage of the booster
chopper circuit, E2 is an output voltage of the booster
chopper circuit, and dec is a duty for making a diode of the
booster chopper circuit conducting. The following formula
is established by adopting formula (29) to this embodiment:

_ Vim - |sin{wr)| (30)

dec
ve

The charging current icc of the capacitor C4 is expressed
as the product of the current il (formula (28)) and the duty
dc (formula (30)). Thus, the charging current icc is
expressed by the following formula:

e = Vim - |sin(wr)| (\/7 _ ﬁx+x) 3D

ve

‘ Im
[Im +[sin(w?)] — m]

= (\/— - \/?x+x) ym- Im [sinz(wt) - %]

ve

As seen from comparison between formulas (27) and
(31), the charging current icc and the discharge current icd
can theoretically be the same. This can stable the across
voltage ve of the capacitor C4 in a long-term basis, thereby
allowing stable operation of this direct power converter.

<Maximum of Input Amplitude Modulation Factor>

It x=0 is adopted in formula (22), the rectifying duty drec
maintains a maximum of 1 in the receiving period T2. In this
case, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in the receiving period
T2 becomes highest. Likewise, when x=0 is adopted in
formula (23), the discharge duty dc in the feeding period T1
is set by the following formula:

Vm (32)
dec = —cos(2wr)
ve
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Specifically, the discharge duty dc in the feeding period
T1 is set at a value determined by multiplying the right side
of formula (19) by v2 as a factor.

FIG. 11 shows the duties drec, dc, and dz when the
rectifying duty drec in the receiving period T2 is set at 1 and
the discharge duty do in the feeding period T1 is set using
formula (32). FIG. 12 shows respective examples of the
average voltages Vrec and Vce and the sum of the average
voltages (Vrec+Vce). An output amplitude modulation fac-
tor D, an equivalent DC voltage Vdc', and the DC current Idc
shown in FIG. 12 are described later.

The rectifying duty drec and the discharge duty do in the
receiving period T2 are set at 1 and O respectively. This
makes the virtual DC link voltage Vdc (=drec:| Vinl+dc-vc)
in this period the same as the absolute value of the input
voltage Vin. Thus, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in the
receiving period T2 is expressed by the following formula
(33):

Vdc=Vm-Isin(wz)! (33)

Meanwhile, like in the conventional example, the recti-
fying duty drec in feeding period T1 is set by formula (18),
and the discharge duty do in the feeding period T1 is set by
formula (32), for example. As a result, the virtual DC link
voltage Vdc (=drec:[Vinl+dc-ve) in the feeding period T1 is
expressed by the following formula:

Vde = V—\/';{1 +(V2 = lcos2wn)) G4

An average of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in one
cycle of the input voltage Vin is calculated based on for-
mulas (33) and (34). This average is found to be about 0.9
times the amplitude Vm. Thus, the input amplitude modu-
lation factor is about 0.9. This can increase the input
amplitude modulation factor by about 29%, compared to the
input amplitude modulation factor of 1/V2.

In this case, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc has a
waveform (FIG. 12) comparable to that of a two-phase
rectified waveform obtained by full-wave rectifying a two-
phase AC voltage with the same amplitude as the amplitude
Vm. More specifically, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in
the receiving period T2 is expressed by formula (33), so that
it agrees with a two-phase rectified waveform (Vm-ISin(wt)
) in this period. Meanwhile, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc
in the feeding period T1 is expressed by formula (34). In a
strict sense, this virtual DC link voltage Vdc differs from a
two-phase rectified waveform (Vm-lcos(wt)l) in this period.
However, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc fluctuates sub-
stantially along Vm-lcos(wt)l. Then an error between an
integrated value of the two-phase rectified waveform in the
feeding period T1 and an integrated value of the virtual DC
link voltage Vdc in the feeding period T1 is less than 1%. As
a result, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc in this case can be
considered to be the same as the two-phase rectified wave-
form.

<Correction of Ripple>

If the virtual DC link voltage Vdc ripple as in this
embodiment, a component of this ripple might be superim-
posed on an output voltage of the inverter 5. In response,
reducing ripple of the amplitude of the output voltage is
intended by setting the output amplitude modulation factor
D properly. The output amplitude modulation factor D
mentioned herein is a ratio of the equivalent DC voltage
Vdc' to the virtual DC link voltage Vde. The equivalent DC
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voltage Vdc' mentioned herein is a DC voltage output to a
DC load which is equivalently considered to a three-phase
AC load (inductive load 6) illustrated in FIG. 1. Thus, the
equivalent DC voltage Vdc' corresponds to the amplitude of
the output voltage of the inverter 5.

With the output amplitude modulation factor D defined in
the foregoing way, the following formula is established:

Vdc'=D-Vdc 35)

The inverter 5 is controlled based on the output amplitude
modulation factor D. As an example, the phase voltage
commands Vu*, Vv*, and Vw* are multiplied by the output
amplitude modulation factor D and the inverter 5 are con-
trolled based on the multiplied phase voltage commands
Vu*, Vv* and Vw*. This control is the same as that
described by referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, so that the same
description is not given repeatedly.

The output amplitude modulation factor D is set as
follows based on the virtual DC link voltage Vdc. Specifi-
cally, the output amplitude modulation factor D is set so as
to become lower as the virtual DC link voltage Vdc
increases in response to ripple. As understood from formula
(35), reducing the output amplitude modulation factor D
when the virtual DC link voltage Vdc increases can reduce
fluctuation of the equivalent DC voltage Vdc'.

In the example considered below, the rectifying duty drec,
the discharge duty dc, and the zero duty dz are set as shown
in FIG. 11. In this case, the output amplitude modulation
factor D in the receiving period T2 is set using the following
formula (36) and that in the feeding period T1 is set using
the following formula (37), for example:

1 (36)
V 2|sin{wr)|

1 37
V2|cos(wr)|

D=

Specifically, the output amplitude modulation factor D is
set at a value determined by standardizing the reciprocal of
the virtual DC link voltage Vdc by the amplitude Vm. The
virtual DC link voltage Vdc is equivalent to a two-phase
rectified waveform in the receiving period T2, so that the
output amplitude modulation factor D mentioned herein is
set at a value determined by standardizing the reciprocal of
the two-phase rectified waveform by the amplitude Vm. As
a result, a ripple component of the virtual DC link voltage
Vdc is cancelled out substantially with a fluctuation com-
ponent of the output amplitude modulation factor D. This
allows the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' to be substantially
constant. In other words, the amplitude of the output voltage
of the inverter 5 can be substantially constant.

As described above, in a strict sense, the virtual DC link
voltage Vdc in the feeding period T1 differs from a ripple
component cos(w)t of the two-phase rectified waveform.
This makes the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' fluctuate slightly
in the feeding period T1 as shown in FIG. 12.

Formulas (33) and (36) are substituted into formula (35).
Then, the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' in the receiving period
T2 is expressed as Vm/A/2. This idea is substantially true for
the feeding period T1. Thus, the equivalent DC voltage Vdc'
in the feeding period T1 is also determined by multiplying
the amplitude Vm by about 1/¥2. An average of the equiva-
lent DC voltage Vdc' to the amplitude Vm (an average in one
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cycle of the input voltage Vin) is called a voltage utilization
factor. The voltage utilization factor determined herein is
about 1//2 (about 0.7).

<Overmodulation Operation>

In the example of FIG. 13, the duties drec, dc, and dz are
set in the same manner as in FIG. 11. Meanwhile, in the
example of FIG. 13, the output amplitude modulation factor
D is set to be higher than that of FIG. 12. More specifically,
the output amplitude modulation factor D in the receiving
period T2 is set using the following formula (38) and that in
the feeding period T1 is set using the following formula
(39):

1 1

-
2 22 sin(ws)]

(38)

1 1

pl, L 39
T2 Zﬁlcos(wt)l

Like the output amplitude modulation factor D of FIG. 12,
the output amplitude modulation factor D determined here
takes 1 at a boundary between the feeding and receiving
periods T1 and T2. Thus, like the equivalent DC voltage
Vdc' of FIG. 12, the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' takes Vi/
V2 at the boundary between the feeding and receiving
periods T1 and T2. Further, the output amplitude modulation
factor D has a waveform with a downwardly extending
projection in each of the periods T1 and T2, whereas its
fluctuation range (amplitude) is a half of that of the output
amplitude modulation factor D of FIG. 12. Thus, a halfof a
ripple component of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc is
superimposed on the equivalent DC voltage Vdc', so that the
waveform of the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' has an
upwardly extending projection in each of the periods T1 and
T2.

As a result, the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' can be higher
than the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' (=Vm/V2) of FIG. 2.

In FIG. 13, an average of the equivalent DC voltage Vdc'
relative to one cycle of the input voltage Vin is about 0.8
times the amplitude Vm, resulting in the voltage utilization
factor of 0.8. This can increase the voltage utilization factor
b}i/ about 14%, compared to the voltage utilization factor of
V2.

The output amplitude modulation factor D may also be set
as follows. The output amplitude modulation factor D in the
receiving period T2 may be set using the following formula
(40) and that in the feeding period T1 may be set using the
following formula (41):

y 40)
D=1-y+ ————
V2 sinten

y 41)
D=1-y+ ———
T V2 lcos(an)

In this formula, y is 0 or more and less than 1. Making y
take a larger value can reduce a degree of ripple of the virtual
DC link voltage Vdc to be superimposed on the equivalent
DC voltage Vdc'. In other words, making y take a smaller
value can increase an average of the equivalent DC voltage
Vdc' to increase the voltage utilization factor.

In the example of FIG. 14, the duties drec, dc, and dz are
set in the same manner as in FIG. 11. Meanwhile, in the
example of FIG. 14, the output amplitude modulation factor
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D is maintained at 1 independently of the ripple of the virtual
DC link voltage Vdc. In other words, y=0 is adopted in
formulas (40) and (41).

By adopting the output amplitude modulation factor D
determined in this way, the ripple component of the virtual
DC link voltage Vdc is superimposed as it is on the
equivalent DC voltage Vdc'. Thus, in FIG. 14, the equivalent
DC voltage Vdc' and the sum of the average voltages
(Vrec+Vcc) agree with each other.

In this case, an average of the equivalent DC voltage Vdc'
is about 0.9 times the amplitude Vm, resulting in the voltage
utilization factor of 0.9. This can increase the voltage
utilization factor by about 29%, compared to the voltage
utilization factor of 1/V2.

As described above, only setting the output amplitude
modulation factor D allows the voltage utilization factor to
be higher than 14/2. This is for the reason that setting the
rectifying duty drec in the receiving period T2 in the
aforementioned way and/or setting the discharge duty do in
the feeding period T1 in the aforementioned way can
increase the virtual DC link voltage Vdc. Specifically, with
the input amplitude modulation factor (Vde/Vm) of 12,
setting the output amplitude modulation factor D at a
maximum of 1 can only achieve the voltage utilization factor
of 1//2. In contrast, in this embodiment, the input amplitude
modulation factor can be higher than 1/¥2. Thus, the voltage
utilization factor can be increased only by setting the output
amplitude modulation factor D.

In this embodiment, operation with the voltage utilization
factor falling below 1/¥2 is called normal modulation opera-
tion and operation with the voltage utilization factor exceed-
ing 12 is called overmodulation operation. The virtual DC
link voltage Vdc can be increased in this embodiment. Thus,
the normal modulation operation and the overmodulation
operation can be switched only by controlling the inverter 5,
specifically by setting the output amplitude modulation
factor D.

<Explanation of how Input Current Satisfies Regulation
on Harmonic>

The input current lin is considered next. In each of FIGS.
12 to 14, the duties drec, dc, and dz are set in the manner of
FIG. 11. Specifically, x=0 is adopted in formulas (22) and
(23). Thus, x=0 is also adopted in formula (28) for the
current il in the receiving period T2.

The DC current Idc also ripples in response to the sum of
the average voltages (Vrec+Vce). This DC current Idc
(hereinafter called a conventional DC current Idc") takes a
constant value (=Im/¥2) (not shown in the drawings) when
the duties drec, dc, and dz of FIG. 7 are adopted, so that the
DC current Idc becomes smaller than the conventional DC
current Idc". Thus, it is preferable that the current il be
reduced in response to this difference. The following ratio is
adopted as the difference mentioned herein. A ratio of an
average of the DC current Idc in one cycle to the conven-
tional DC current Idc" (=Im~/2) is adopted. To calculate this
ratio, an average of the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+
Vee) in one cycle is calculated first. In the example of FIG.
12, this average is 2v2/m. This value is standardized by
V2-Vm. A voltage ratio is considered using this average.
Then, the aforementioned ratio is expressed as power Pdc/
(an average of the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vcc))
=Idc"W2(2V2/m)=ldc" /4.

Thus, the current il is set by the following formula:

i1=v2 - T [lm-|sin(wl)| - -

Im
4 2 - |sin{wr)| ]
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Power on the input side and that on the output side of the
inverter 5 are the same, so that the following formula is
established:

Vde'Ide'=Vde-Ide (43)

In this formula, Idc' is a DC current output to the DC load
which is equivalently considered to be the three-phase AC
load (inductive load 6) illustrated in FIG. 1. Thus, the
equivalent DC current Idc' corresponds to the amplitude of
the output current of the inverter 5. Formula (35) is substi-
tuted into formula (43) to derive the following formula:

D-VdeIde'=Vdc-Ide

D-lde'=Hdec (44)

In the example of FIG. 12, the output amplitude modu-
lation factor D is expressed using formulas (36) and (37). In
this case, the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' becomes substan-
tially constant. Controlling the inverter 5 such that the
inductive load 6 becomes a resistance load makes the
equivalent DC current Idc' substantially constant. The DC
current Idc is expressed by formula (44). Thus, controlling
the inverter 5 such that the inductive load 6 becomes a
resistance load makes the DC current Idc of FIG. 12
substantially agree with the output amplitude modulation
factor D. In FIG. 12, the DC current Idc is shown to be
standardized by a maximum of the equivalent DC current
Idc'. This applies to different drawings to be referred to later
and to different currents.

FIG. 15 shows the current irecl, the discharge current icd,
the charging current icc, and the currents irec and il deter-
mined under a condition same as that of FIG. 12.

The current irecl is expressed as the product of the DC
current Idc and the rectifying duty drec. In FIG. 12, the
rectifying duty drec in the receiving period T2 is 1 as shown
in FIG. 11, thereby making the current irecl agree with the
DC current Idc in the receiving period T2. Thus, like the
output amplitude modulation factor D, the current irecl
takes 1 at the beginning and the end of the receiving period
T2 and has a waveform with a downwardly extending
projection in the receiving period T2.

The current il in the receiving period T2 is set using
formula (42). Thus, the current il takes O at the beginning
and the end of the receiving period T2 and has a waveform
with an upwardly extending projection in the receiving
period T2. The amplitude of the current il is larger than that
of the current irecl, so that the current irec as the sum of the
currents il and irecl also has a waveform with an upwardly
extending projection in the receiving period T2.

In the feeding period T1, the rectifying duty drec con-
forms to the absolute value of a sine wave (Isin(wt)l)
(formula (18)). The DC current Idc is to ripple in the same
manner as the output amplitude modulation factor D, so that
the current irecl as the product thereof becomes distorted
compared to a sine wave in the feeding period T1. The
current il is set at zero in the feeding period T1, so that the
current irec becomes the same as the current irecl. This
causes distortion of the current irec in the feeding period T1
compared to a sine wave.

The distortion of the current irec causes distortion of the
input current lin. This results from ripple of the DC current
Idc shown in FIG. 12.

FIG. 16 shows the power Pin on the input side of the diode
rectifier 3 and the power Pdc supplied to the inverter 5 that
are determined under a condition same as that of FIG. 15.
The power Pin is the product of the average voltage Vrec of
FIG. 12 and the current irec of FIG. 15. The power Pdc is the
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product of the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vcec) of
FIG. 12 and the DC current Idc of FIG. 15. The power Pdc
is substantially constant as seen from FIG. 16, meaning that
the control mentioned herein substantially eliminates power
ripple of the power Pin.

In FIGS. 17 and 18, a condition same as that of FIG. 15
is adopted. The equivalent DC voltage Vdc' of FIG. 13
ripples. Thus, controlling the inverter 5 such that the induc-
tive load 6 becomes a resistance load makes the equivalent
DC current Idc' ripple. Meanwhile, the DC current Idc is
amplitude-modulated by the output amplitude modulation
factor D relative to the equivalent DC current Idc', so that the
DC current Idc takes a substantially constant value. This
constant value can be derived from a relationship between
power on the input side and power on the output side of the
inverter 5 being the same. In FIG. 13, this constant value is
/4.

The rectifying duty drec conforms to a sine wave and the
DC current Idc takes a substantially constant value in the
feeding period T1, thereby making the current irec
(=drec-Idc) conform to a sine wave.

Meanwhile, in the receiving period T2, the rectifying duty
drec maintains 1. This maintains the current irecl
(=drec-Idc) at a constant value in this period. In the example
of FIG. 17, the current irecl is lower than the current irecl
of FIG. 15 at the beginning and the end of the receiving
period T2. Meanwhile, the current irecl is higher than the
current irecl of FIG. 15 at the center of the receiving period
T2.

The current il of FIG. 17 is the same as the current il of
FIG. 15 and takes a maximum at the center of the receiving
period T2. Thus, compared to the current irec (=irec1+il) of
FIG. 15, the current irec of FIG. 17 is reduced at the
beginning and the end of the receiving period T2 and
increases at the center of the receiving period T2. Specifi-
cally, the current irec becomes distorted compared to a sine
wave in the receiving period T2.

The power Pdc ripples as shown in FIG. 18. This results
from ripple of the sum of the average voltages (Vrec+Vcce)
while the DC current Idc maintains a substantially constant
value. A maximum of the power Pin is larger than that of
FIG. 16. This results from increase in the current irec1 at the
center of the receiving period T2.

As shown for example in FIG. 17, increase in the ampli-
tude of the current irec (=IIinl) increases the amplitude of the
input current lin. This makes the value of the aforemen-
tioned amplitude Im disagree with the amplitude of the input
current lin. The amplitude Im mentioned herein is a wave
height value determined by converting the input current lin
to a sine wave relative to an effective value of the input
current lin. As an example, a sine wave having the same
cycle as the input current lin and having an effective value
same as a time average of the square of the input current lin
(average of one cycle) can be understood as the converted
sine wave.

In FIGS. 19 and 20, a condition same as that of FIG. 14
is adopted. The output amplitude modulation factor D of
FIG. 14 is 1, so that the equivalent DC voltage Vdc' ripples
in the same manner as the virtual DC link voltage Vdec. Thus,
controlling the inverter 5 such that the inductive load 6
becomes a resistance load makes the equivalent DC current
Id¢' ripple in the same manner. This further makes the DC
current Idc ripple in the same manner as the virtual DC link
voltage Vdc. Specifically, the DC current Idc ripples
depending on (Icos(wt)l) in the feeding period T1 while
rippling depending on (Isin(wt)!) in the receiving period T2.
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The amplitude of the DC current Idc is mw-n/8/V2.

The rectifying duty drec maintains 1 in the receiving
period T2. This makes the current irecl ripple in the same
manner as the DC current Idc in the receiving period T2. In
the example of FIG. 19, the current irecl is higher than the
current irecl of FIG. 17 at the center of the receiving period
T2 and lower than the current irecl of FIG. 17 at the
beginning and the end of the receiving period T2. This
makes the current irec higher than the current irec of FIG. 17
at the center of the receiving period T2 and lower than the
current irec of FIG. 17 at the beginning and the end of the
receiving period T2. As a result, the current irec becomes
distorted further than the current irec of FIG. 17.

In the feeding period T1, the rectifying duty drec is
proportionate to a sine wave. Meanwhile, the aforemen-
tioned ripple of the DC current Idc causes distortion of the
current irec.

The current irec is distorted further in this way to cause
further distortion of the input current lin. This results from
ripple of the DC current Idc shown in FIG. 14. As shown in
FIG. 20, a maximum of the power Pin is increased further to
make the power Pdc ripple in a wider range.

As descried above, according to this control method,
ripple of the virtual DC link voltage Vdc distorts the input
current lin. This distortion becomes larger as the equivalent
DC voltage Vdc' ripples more, in other words, as the output
amplitude modulation factor D becomes closer to 1.

The input current lin of any value satisfies regulation on
a harmonic defined by IEC 61000-3-12 (regulation targeted
to a unit exceeding 16 A per phase and not exceeding 75 A
per phase). The input current lin of each of FIGS. 15 and 17
satisfies regulation on a harmonic defined by IEC 61000-3-2
(A) (regulation targeted to a unit not exceeding 16 A per
phase), as described below.

The current irec of each of FIGS. 15, 17, and 19 is the
absolute value of the input current Iin. The input current Iin
agrees with the current irec in a half cycle corresponding to
a phase degree from zero to 180 degrees and with a value
determined by multiplying the current irec by -1 in a half
cycle corresponding to a phase angle from 180 to 360
degrees. A Fourier coefficient of this input current lin is
calculated to determine a harmonic component of the input
current lin.

As understood from the waveform of the current irec, the
input current lin is an odd function and does not have a DC
component, so that an even-ordered harmonic component
thereof is not considered. The rectifying duty drec, the
current il, and the DC current Idc for defining the input
current Iin are determined. Thus, the Fourier function can be
calculated by a well-known method.

FIG. 21 shows the content and the effective value of a
harmonic component of the input current lin corresponding
to that of FIG. 15. FIG. 22 shows the content and the
effective value of a harmonic component of the input current
Iin corresponding to that of FIG. 17. FIG. 23 shows the
content and the effective value of a harmonic component of
the input current lin corresponding to that of FIG. 19.

As shown in these drawings, this control method can
satisty the regulation on a harmonic defined by IEC 61000-
3-12. The input current Iin of each of FIGS. 15 and 17 can
satisty the regulation on a harmonic defined by IEC 61000-
3-2(A).

If the output amplitude modulation factor D is set using
formulas (40) and (41), an upper limit may be set on the
value of y so as to satisfy regulation on a harmonic of the
inductive load 6. This may be achieved for example by
preparing a comparator to compare the value of y and the
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upper limit and a limiter to limit the value of'y to the upper
limit when the value of'y exceeds the upper limit. This upper
limit can be determined in advance by calculating a har-
monic component in the aforementioned way while chang-
ing the value of y or by experiment.

For reference, results of simulation conducted by adopt-
ing the conditions of FIGS. 12 to 14 are shown in FIGS. 24
to 26 respectively. FIGS. 24 to 26 each show the input
current lin, the instantaneous value ils of the current il, the
power Pin, the voltage ve, the virtual DC link voltage Vdc,
an instantaneous value Vdcs of the virtual DC link voltage
Vdc, a single-phase line voltage Vuv output from the
inverter 5, and a line current iu, a line current iv, and a line
current iw output from the inverter 5.

<Method of Achieving Two-Phase Full Waveform Theo-
retically>

FIG. 12 shows the virtual DC link voltage Vdc equivalent
to a two-phase full waveform. In the below, a virtual DC link
voltage agreeing with a two-phase full waveform theoreti-
cally is presented.

As described above by referring to FIGS. 11 and 12, in the
receiving period T2, the duties drec, dc, and dz are set at 1,
zero, and zero respectively. This can make the virtual DC
link voltage Vdc in the receiving period T2 agree with a
two-phase full waveform.

To make the input current lin have a sine wave in the
feeding period T1, the rectifying duty drec is set using
formula (6). To reduce power ripple in the feeding period T1,
the discharge duty dc is set using formula (7).

The virtual DC link voltage Vdc is expressed using the
average voltage Vrec (=drec:|Vinl) and the average voltage
Vee (=dc-ve). Thus, in consideration of formulas (6) and (7),
the virtual DC link voltage Vdc is expressed by the follow-
ing formula:

Vde = Vrec + Vee (45)
Vm-Im Vm-Im )
s sin”(wr) + Sde -cos(2wr)
B Vm-Im
~ 2lde

Formula (45) is deformed to derive the following formula:

2-Vde
Vm

Im 46)

Tde ~

Formula (46) is substituted into formulas (6) and (7) to
derive the following formulas:

2-Vde . 47
drec = |sin(wr)|
Vm
Vde 48)
dec = —|cos(wr)|
ve

Specifically, the rectifying and discharge duties drec and
dc set using formulas (47) and (48) respectively and the zero
duty dz set using these duties drec and dc and formula (4) are
used. Making the right side of formula (45) agree with
Vm-cos(wt) is required in order for the virtual DC link
voltage Vdc to agree with a two-phase full waveform
(Vm-cos(wt)). Specifically, establishing Ide=Im/(2-cos(wt))
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is required. This allows the virtual DC link voltage Vdc to
agree with the two-phase full waveform also in the feeding
period T1.

FIG. 27 shows the duties drec, dc, and dz thereby set. FIG.
28 shows the average voltages Vrec and Vece and the sum of
the average voltages (Vrec+Vcece) (specifically, virtual DC
link voltage Vdc) determined using these duties drec, dc, and
dz.

In this case, the inverter 5 is controlled with the output
amplitude modulation factor D described by referring to
FIG. 12. This can make the equivalent DC voltage Vdc'
constant. Further, controlling the inverter 5 such that the
inductive load 6 becomes a resistance load makes the
equivalent DC current Idc' substantially constant. The DC
current Idc is expressed by formula (44). Thus, controlling
the inverter 5 such that the inductive load 6 becomes a
resistance load makes the DC current Idc substantially agree
with the output amplitude modulation factor D in FIG. 12,
thereby causing the DC current Idc to flow that satisfies
Ide=Im/(2-cos(wt)).

FIG. 29 shows the input current lin, the discharge current
icd, and the currents irec and il. The input current lin of FIG.
29 has a shape conforming to a sine wave. FIG. 30 shows the
input power Pin, the power Pdc, and the transferred power
Pbuf. A shown in FIG. 30, the power Pdc can be constant.

Second Embodiment

In the first embodiment, the discharge duty dc in the
feeding period T1 is set using formula (32) and the rectifying
duty drec in the feeding period T1 is set using formula (18)
as an example (see FIG. 11). In this case, the zero duty dz
in the feeding period T1 is expressed by the following
formula using formula (4):

Vi
dz=1—-+2 |sin{wn)] — —mcos(Zwt) “9)
ve

FIG. 31 shows the rectifying duty drec, the discharge duty
dc, and the zero duty dz determined when the ratio of the
voltage vc to the amplitude Vm (ve/Vm) is about 1.123. For
the sake of simplicity, the voltage vc is considered to be
constant in FIG. 31. In the example of FIG. 31, the zero duty
dz takes a negative value in a certain initial period and a
certain end period of the feeding period T1.

As understood from formula (49), the zero duty dz may
take a negative value depending on the ratio (ve/Vm). As
understood from the waveform of the zero duty dz in each
of FIGS. 11 and 31, when a tangent to the zero duty dz tilts
negatively at the end of the feeding period T1 (at the phase
angle wt of 45 degrees, for example), the zero duty dz is
always positive in the feeding period T1. To determine the
tilt of the zero duty dz at the phase angle wt of 45 degrees,
formula (49) is differentiated with respect to the phase angle
wt (also denoted by 6 in the following formula) and the
phase angle wt=45 degrees is substituted into a result of this
differentiation, thereby deriving the following formula:

9 () = T leosm /4] + 2 sin 12) GO
a0 Ve

By substituting 3/30(dz)=0, v¢/Vm=2 is derived. Thus,
when the voltage vc is twice the amplitude Vm of the input
voltage Vin or more, the zero duty dz always is positive in



US 9,490,722 B2

33

the feeding period T1. When the voltage vc is less than twice
of'the amplitude Vm, the zero duty dz takes a negative value.
Alternatively, as shown in FIG. 27, the rectifying duty drec
increased from the rectifying duty drec of FIG. 12 may make
the zero duty dz take a negative value.

FIG. 32 is a timing diagram illustrating how the direct
power converter operates when the zero duty dz is negative.
The timing diagram of FIG. 32 is similar to the timing
diagram of FIG. 5. Meanwhile, in FIG. 32, the rectifying and
discharge duties drec and dc are set using formulas (18) and
(32) respectively.

The zero duty dz mentioned herein is negative, so that the
sum of the rectifying and zero duties drec and dz (drec+dz)
is smaller than the rectifying duty drec.

The conventional control is adopted in the description
given herein. First, the switch Sc is made to conduct in a
period when the carrier C is a value (drec+dz) or more.

The switching element Sup is made to conduct with the
carrier C of drec-Vu* or less. The switching element Svp is
made to conduct with the carrier C of drec-Vv* or less. The
switching element Swp is made to conduct with the carrier
C of drec-Vw* or less. As a result of this control, a part of
the triangular wave of the carrier C taking a value from 0 to
drec is divided internally by the phase voltage commands
Vu*, Vv*, and Vw*.

The switching element Sup is made to conduct with the
carrier C of drec+dz+dec-(1-Vu*) or more. The switching
element Svp is made to conduct with the carrier C of
drec+dz+dc (1-Vv*) or more. The switching element Swp is
made to conduct with the carrier C of drec+dz+dc-(1-Vw*)
or more. As a result of this control, a part of the triangular
wave of the carrier C taking a value from drec+dz to 1 is
divided internally by the phase voltage commands Vu*,
Vv*, and Vw*.

Although not shown in FIG. 32, the switch Sl is made to
conduct in the manner described by referring to FIG. 5, for
example.

As illustrated in FIG. 32, this control makes the switching
element Sup keep conducting in a period ts. Meanwhile, 0 is
adopted as the phase voltage command Vw* in this example,
so that the switching element Swp keeps non-conducting in
the period ts. Thus, in the example of FIG. 32, a zero-voltage
vector is not output in the period ts. In FIG. 32, the voltage
vectors V4, V6, V4, V6, and V4 are output in this order.

This is for the reason as follows. According to the
conventional control, a part of the triangular wave of the
carrier C taking a value from 0 to drec is divided internally
by Vu*, Vv*, and Vw*. Meanwhile, in the case that the zero
duty dz is negative, a period trec' when the carrier C takes
a value from 0 to drec partially overlaps a part of the period
tc when the carrier C takes a value from drec+dz to 1.
Dividing these overlapping periods trec' and tc internally by
the phase voltage commands Vu*, Vv*, and Vw* makes it
impossible to internally divide the conducting period of each
of the switching elements Su, Sv, and Sw properly in the
periods tc and trec. This for example makes the switching
element Sup keep conducting in the period ts as illustrated
in FIG. 32.

Thus, according to the aforementioned control, a conven-
tional triangular wave is not to be compared to the phase
voltage commands Vu*, Vv* and Vw*, so that a larger
phase voltage is output. In response, the current irecl
flowing from the diode rectifier 3 into the inverter 5
increases to distort the current irec. This causes distortion of
the input current lin.

FIG. 33 shows respective examples of the input current
Iin, the instantaneous value Vdcs, the voltage vc, the duties
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drec, dz, and dc, the sum of the duties drec and dz (drec+dz),
and a value drec-Vu* and a value (drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*)) that
are signal waves to be compared to the carrier C. These
values are responsive to the situation illustrated in FIG. 32.

The voltage vc is shown to ripple in this example. The
capacitor C4 is discharged in the feeding period T1 to reduce
the voltage vc in this period. The capacitor C4 is charged in
the receiving period T2 to increase the voltage vc in this
period. As a result, the voltage vc ripples in a cycle corre-
sponding to a half cycle of the input voltage Vin.

As illustrated in FIG. 33, the value drec-Vu* can be the
same as the value (drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*)) or more in a period
when the zero duty dz takes a negative value. In this period,
the switching element Sup keeps conducting in the period ts
to output a large phase voltage. This causes distortion of the
input current lin.

A second embodiment is intended to suppress distortion
of the input current lin caused by the zero duty dz taking a
negative value. The zero duty dz takes a negative value not
only from the aforementioned cause. In other words, a
technique of the second embodiment described below does
not regard the first embodiment as a precondition.

In the second embodiment, it is determined whether the
zero duty dz is positive or negative. When the zero duty dz
is positive, the direct power converter is controlled in the
conventional way. Specifically, when the zero duty dz is
higher than zero, the following operations are performed: (i)
the switch Sc is made to conduct and a switching signal with
a pulse width modulated in the period tc determined by
multiplying the cycle ts and the discharge duty dc is applied
to the inverter 5; (ii) a switching signal with a pulse width
modulated in the period trec determined by multiplying the
cycle ts and the rectifying duty drec is applied to the inverter
5; and (iii) the inverter 5 is made to operate based on a
zero-voltage vector in the period tz determined by multi-
plying the cycle ts and the zero duty dz.

As a more specific example, the switch Sc is made to
conduct in a period when the carrier C is the same as the
value (drec+dz) or more, the switching element Sup is made
to conduct when the carrier C is the same as drec+dz+dc-
(1-Vu*) or more, the switching element Svp is made to
conduct when the carrier C is the same as drec+dz+dc-(1-
Vv*) or more, and the switching element Swp is made to
conduct when the carrier C is the same as drec+dz+dc-(1-
Vw*) or more. Further, the switching element Sup is made
to conduct when the carrier C is the same as drec-Vu* or less,
the switching element Svp is made to conduct when the
carrier C is the same as drec-Vv* or less, and the switching
element Swp is made to conduct when the carrier C is the
same as drec-Vw* or less.

When the zero duty dz is negative, the period tree is
derived in a different way. Specifically, according to the
conventional control, the period tree is determined by mul-
tiplying the cycle ts and the rectifying duty drec. Here, the
period tree is determined by multiplying the sum of the
rectifying and zero duties drec and dz (drec+dz) and the
cycle ts. A switching signal with pulse widths modulated in
the period tree (=(drec+dz)-ts), is applied to the inverter 5.
The product of the cycle ts and the zero duty dz is negative
when the zero duty dz is negative, so that the period tz is
considered to be non-existent.

In summary, when the zero duty dz is negative, (i) the
switch Sc is made to conduct and a switching signal with a
pulse width modulated in the period tc determined by
multiplying the cycle ts and the discharge duty dc is applied
to the inverter 5; and (ii') a switching signal with a pulse
width modulated in the period tree determined by multiply-
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ing the sum of the rectifying and zero duties drec and dz
(drec+dz) and the cycle ts is applied to the inverter 5 in this
period tree as a carrier cycle.

More specifically, as shown for example in FIG. 34, the
switching element Sup is made to conduct when the carrier
C is the same as the value (drec+dz)-Vu* or less, the
switching element Svp is made to conduct when the carrier
C is the same as the value (drec+dz)-Vv* or less, and the
switching element Swp is made to conduct when the carrier
C is the same as the value (drec+dz)-Vw* or less. Specifi-
cally, the product of the sum of the rectifying and zero duties
drec and dz (drec+dz) and each of the phase voltage com-
mands Vu*, Vv* and Vw* is compared to the carrier C to
generate a switching signal, which is applied to the inverter
5.

This allows comparison between the conventional trian-
gular wave and each of the phase voltage commands Vu*,
Vv* and Vw* in the period tree. As a result, in the example
of FIG. 34, the voltage vectors V0, V4, V6, V4, and V0 are
output in this order properly in the period trec. The voltage
vectors V0, V4, V6, and V0 are output in this order properly
also in the period tc.

FIG. 35 shows the respective examples of input current
Iin, the instantaneous value Vdcs, the voltage ve, a virtual
duty drec', the duties dz and dc, the sum of the duties drec
and dz (drec+dz), and a signal wave to be compared to the
carrier C. The virtual duty drec' is the same as the rectifying
duty drec in a period when the zero duty dz is positive and
as the sum (drec+dz) in a period when the zero duty dz is
negative. Thus, the virtual duty drec' can be considered to be
a substantial rectifying duty determined by this control. The
substance of this control can be explained as corresponding
to the following correction of the rectifying duty drec to be
made when the zero duty dz takes a negative value. The
rectifying duty drec is corrected by adding the zero duty dz
to the rectifying duty drec before the correction.

As seen from FIG. 35, even in a period when the zero duty
dz is negative, the value (drec+dz)-Vu* as a signal wave to
be compared to the carrier C does not exceed the value
(drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*)). This allows output of a proper phase
voltage in each of the periods tc and tree. As a result,
distortion of the input current Iin can be suppressed.

The correction is made near a zero-crossing of an input
current, thereby reducing influence on a harmonic current (a
harmonic component of a frequency higher than the fre-
quency of the distortion).

<Control Device>

FIG. 36 shows an exemplary conceptual structure of a part
of a controller 10 to generate a switching signal SSup, a
switching signal SSvp, a switching signal SSwp, a switching
signal SSun, a switching signal SSvn, and a switching signal
SSwn to be applied to the switching elements Sup, Svp,
Swp, Sun, Svn, and Swn respectively. The controller 10
includes a polarity determining unit 11, a selecting unit 12,
and a switching signal generating unit 13. The polarity
determining unit 11 inputs the zero duty dz to determine
whether the zero duty dz is positive or negative. Then, the
polarity determining unit 11 outputs a result of the determi-
nation to the selecting unit 12. The selecting unit 12 outputs
the rectifying duty drec when the zero duty dz is positive and
outputs the sum of the rectifying and zero duties drec and dz
(drec+dz) when the zero duty is negative. The selecting unit
12 may output either the rectifying unit drec or the sum
(drec+dz) when the zero duty dz is zero.

An output A of the selecting unit 12 is input to a multiplier
31u, a multiplier 31v, and a multiplier 31w. The multipliers
31u, 31v, and 31w multiply the phase voltage commands

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

36

Vu*, Vv* and Vw* respectively by the output A and output
results of the multiplication to a comparator 35, a com-
parator 35v, and a comparator 35w respectively. As a result,
a value A-Vu*, a value A-Vv*, and a value A-Vw* are input
to the comparators 35u, 35v, and 35w respectively.

The comparators 354, 35v, and 35w input the carrier C
from a carrier generator 41. The comparators 35u«, 35v, and
35w compare A-Vu*, A-Vv* and A-Vw* respectively to the
carrier C. As an example, the comparator 35« outputs an
activated signal when the value A-Vu* is the same as the
carrier C or less. This applies to the comparators 35v and
35w.

The phase voltage commands Vu*, Vv*, and Vw* are
further input to a subtractor 32w, a subtractor 32v, and a
subtractor 32w respectively. The subtractors 32w, 32v, and
32w subtract the phase voltage commands Vu*, Vv*, and
Vw* respectively from 1 and output results of the subtrac-
tion to a multiplier 33u, a multiplier 33v, and a multiplier
33w respectively.

The multipliers 33w, 33v, and 33w multiply the outputs of
the subtractors 32u, 32v, 32w respectively by the discharge
duty do and output results of the multiplication to an adder
34w, an adder 34v, and an adder 34w

The adders 34u, 34v, and 34w add the sum (drec+dz) to
the outputs of the multipliers 33w, 33v, and 33w respectively
and output results of the addition to a comparator 36u, a
comparator 36v, and a comparator 36w respectively. As a
result, the values (drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*)), (drec+dz+dc-(1-
Vv*)), and (drec+dz+dc-(1-Vw*)) are input to the compara-
tors 36u, 36v, and 36w respectively.

The comparators 36w, 36v, and 36w input the carrier C
from the carrier generator 41. The comparators 36u, 36v, and
36w compare the values (drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*)), (drec+dz+
de-(1-Vv*)), and (drec+dz+dc-(1-Vw*)) respectively to the
carrier C and output results of the comparison. As an
example, the comparator 36u outputs an activated signal
when the value (drec+dz+dc-(1-Vu*)) is the same as the
carrier C or more. This applies to the comparators 36v and
36w.

The respective comparison results of the comparators 35«
and 36w, those of the comparators 35v and 36v, and those of
the comparators 35w and 36w are output to an OR part 37,
an OR part 37v, and an OR part 37w respectively. The OR
parts 37u, 37v, and 37w each output a logical sum of the
corresponding inputs.

The respective outputs of the OR parts 37u, 37v, and 37w
are given as the switching signals SSup, SSvp, and SSwp via
a buffer 39«, a buffer 39v, and a buffer 39w respectively.

The respective outputs of the OR parts 37u, 37v, and 37w
are input to a NOT part 384, a NOT part 38v, and a NOT part
38w respectively. The NOT parts 38, 38v, and 38w output
NOTs of the respective inputs. The respective outputs of the
NOT parts 38u«, 38v, and 38w are given as the switching
signals SSun, SSvn, and SSwn via a buffer 40u, a buffer 40v,
and a buffer 40w respectively.

Third Embodiment

A method of controlling the switch Sl in the booster
circuit 45 is described in detailed in a third embodiment. In
the first embodiment, the switch Sl is controlled in the
discontinuous mode, for example. In the discontinuous
mode, the switch Sl is switched from a non-conducting state
to a conducting state after the instantaneous value ils of the
current il flowing through the reactor 1.4 becomes zero (also
see FIG. 3). This can suppress switching loss of the switch
Sl and recovery loss of the diode D40.
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In the third embodiment, the switch Sl in the booster
circuit 44 is controlled by switching the critical mode and
the discontinuous mode properly. In the critical mode,
control is exerted so as to switch the switch Sl from a
non-conducting state to a conducting state at a time when the
current ils flowing through the reactor 1.4 becomes zero.

In the third embodiment, the current il is also set using
formula (11), for example. Alternatively, the current il is set
to be larger than that set by formula (11). In this case, the
current il is set using formula (28), for example. The switch
Sl is controlled such that the current il conforms to its the
setting.

<Discontinuous Mode>

Control on the switch Sl in the discontinuous mode has
already been explained and is not described in detail accord-
ingly. In the discontinuous mode, the switch Sl is switched
from a non-conducting state to a conducting state (turned
off) after the current ils (instantaneous value) flowing
through the reactor [4 becomes zero. In this case, the
boosting duty dl is set using formula (16).

<Critical Mode>

In the critical mode, the switch Sl is switched from a
non-conducting state to a conducting state at a time when the
current ils flowing through the reactor [.4 becomes zero.
Thus, by referring to FIG. 3, T=AT1+AT2 is established in
formulas (12) and (13). In this case, an integrated value of
the switching cycle T of the switch Sl is expressed as Ip-T/2,
which is divided by the switching cycle T, thereby the
current il can be obtained. The current il is expressed by the
following formula accordingly:

il=Ip/2 61

The peak value Ip corresponds to the current ils deter-
mined when t=AT1 is established. Thus, the peak value Ip is
determined by substituting t=AT1 into formula (12). The
determined peak value Ip is then deformed with respect to
AT1. Further, formula (51) is substituted into a result of the
deformation to obtain the following formula:

2-il-Lm
Vin

ATl = 62

With the current il set in the aforementioned way, the
conducting period AT1 of the switch Sl in the critical mode
is determined using formula (52).

<Selection of Mode>

A condition for switching between the critical mode and
the discontinuous mode is described here. In terms of
switching loss of the switch Sl and recovery loss of the diode
D40, it is desirable that the switch Sl be switched to a
conducting state when the current ils is zero. In this respect,
adopting the discontinuous mode is desired. This is for the
reason that the discontinuous mode can switch the second
switch to a conducting state more reliably when the current
ils is zero.

Meanwhile, it is desirable that the peak value Ip of the
current ils flowing through the reactor L4 be small. This is
for the reason that the small peak value Ip can reduce the
current capacity of the reactor L4, thereby contributing to
cost reduction and size reduction.

The discontinuous mode produces a period when the
current ils is zero. In contrast, the critical mode ideally does
not produce a period when the current ils is zero. Thus, with
the same average (current il) in the switching cycle T, the
peak value Ip in this switching cycle T is larger in the
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discontinuous mode than in the continuous mode. In the
below, the peak value Ip in the discontinuous mode is
considered by simulation.

As an example, FIG. 37 shows the instantaneous value
Vdcs of a DC voltage between the DC power lines LH and
LL, the across voltage vc of the capacitor C4 a current
command il*, the boosting duty dl, and the current ils
flowing through the reactor [.4 that are determined by
controlling the booster circuit 45 in the discontinuous mode.
The current command iI* mentioned herein is a command
for an average of a current flowing through the reactor [.4
(current il). The current il can be considered to be the same
as the current command il*.

FIG. 37 shows a result of the simulation conducted with
the switching cycle T (cycle ts of carrier) of Y5000 [sec], the
amplitude Vm of ¥2x230 [V], the amplitude Im of ¥2x16
[A], the inductance Lm of 172 [uH], and the voltage vc of
350 [V].

In the feeding period T1, the switch Sc is turned on and
off repeatedly based on the discharge duty dc (>0). Thus, as
shown in FIG. 37, the instantaneous value Vdcs takes the
voltage vd of the capacitor C4 when the switch Sc is
conducting and takes the rectified voltage |Vinl rectified by
the diode rectifier 3 when the switch Sc is non-conducting.
In the receiving period T2, the switch Sc is non-conducting.
Thus, the instantaneous value Vdcs always takes the recti-
fied voltage 1Vinl (not shown as a graph).

The current command i1* takes zero in the feeding period
T1 and has a waveform determined for example based on
formula (11) or (28) in the receiving period T2. In the
example of FIG. 37, this waveform is determined based on
formula (11).

The boosting duty dl takes zero in the feeding period T1
and has a waveform determined based on formula (16) in the
receiving period T2 (in formula (16), the current il is
regarded as the current command il*). As illustrated in FIG.
37, the boosting duty dl increases further in a position farther
from the center of the receiving period T2. After taking a
maximum once, the boosting duty dl reduces to become zero
at the beginning and the end of the receiving period T2.
Adopting this boosting duty dl can make the current il
substantially the same as the current command il*. In this
case, the switch Sl is turned on and off repeatedly based on
the boosting duty dl when the discontinuous mode is
adopted. This causes the current ils (instantaneous value)
through the reactor [.4 to flow intermittently as shown in
FIG. 37. FIG. 38 shows the peak value Ip of the current ils
of FIG. 37 in the form of black rhombuses. This peak value
Ip becomes larger as the conducting period AT1 becomes
longer, so that the waveform of the peak value Ip becomes
the same as that of the boosting duty dl (=AT1V/T).

In the critical mode, the peak value Ip is twice the current
command il* as seen from formula (51). This peak value Ip
is shown in the form of black triangles in FIG. 38. In FIG.
38, the current command i1* is shown by a solid line. In the
example of FIG. 38, a maximum ilm1 of the peak value Ip
in the discontinuous mode is about 1.2 times a maximum
ilm2 of the peak value Ip in the critical mode.

The result given herein as an example is obtained when
the inductance Lm is set so as to minimize the maximum
ilm1 in the discontinuous mode. A method of setting the
inductance Lm is described in detail later. Thus, the maxi-
mum ilm1 in the discontinuous mode is actually about 1.2
times the maximum ilm?2 in the critical mode or more.

For the sake of simplicity, the voltage vc is shown to be
constant in the aforementioned example. Meanwhile, con-
sideration is also given to the voltage vc to ripple as shown
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in FIG. 39. As understood from FIG. 3 and formula (13), the
current ils flowing during the switch Sc is off tilts less as the
voltage vc becomes smaller. As a result, in the same con-
ducting period AT1, reduction in the voltage vc increases the
current il. Conversely, in order for the current il not to be
increased by the reduction in the voltage vc, the conducting
period AT1 should be shorter in response to reduction in the
voltage vc. As a result, ripple of the voltage vc is superim-
posed on the boosting duty dl and eventually, the ripple of
the voltage vc is superimposed further on the peak value Ip
(black rectangles of FIG. 40).

Thus, the ripple of the voltage vc increases the maximum
ilm1 further in the discontinuous mode. Meanwhile, the
peak value Ip does not depend on the voltage ve (formula
(51)) in the critical mode, so that the peak value Ip is still the
same as that of FIG. 38 in the presence of the ripple of the
voltage vc.

For the foregoing reason, the maximum ilml in the
discontinuous mode is larger than the maximum ilm?2 in the
critical mode.

In this embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 41, the discon-
tinuous mode is adopted when a load of the inverter 5 is
lower than a given value whereas the critical mode is
adopted when the load of the inverter 5 is higher than the
given value. In FIG. 41, the maximum ilm1 in the discon-
tinuous mode is schematically shown by a dashed line and
the maximum ilm2 in the critical mode is schematically
shown by an alternate long and short dash line.

Specifically, when the load is low and the current il is
small, a maximum of the peak value Ip is determined to be
not so large even in the discontinuous mode. In this case, the
discontinuous mode is adopted with the intention of reduc-
ing switching loss and recovery loss. Meanwhile, when the
load is high and the current il is large, the critical mode is
adopted to reduce this maximum. The maximum can be
reduced in this way, so that the current capacity of the
reactor L4 can be reduced. This achieves the size reduction
and cost reduction of the reactor L4.

Further, the load of the inverter 5 can operate in a wider
range than a range offered by the control method of adopting
only the discontinuous mode when the direct power con-
verter is to operate only in a range where the aforementioned
maximum does not exceed an upper limit.

A magnitude relationship between the load of the inverter
5 and the given value may be determined based on a
maximum of the current ils flowing through the reactor 1.4,
for example. This is for the reason that in the same mode, the
maximum becomes larger in response to increase in the load
of the inverter 5.

The maximum of the peak value Ip may alternatively be
determined based on a detected value of the current ils
flowing through the reactor L4, for example. Still alterna-
tively, the maximum of the peak value Ip may be calculated
based on the current command i1*.

As shown in FIG. 41, when the maximum ilml in the
discontinuous mode is smaller than a current reference value
Irefl, the discontinuous mode is adopted continuously.
When the maximum ilml in the discontinuous mode
becomes larger than the current reference value Irefl, the
critical mode is adopted. The current reference value Irefl is
the same as or slightly smaller than the maximum ilm2 in the
critical mode when the load of the inverter 5 becomes a
maximum rating, for example.

As shown in FIG. 41, when the maximum ilm2 in the
critical mode is larger than a current reference value Iref2
(<Irefl), the critical mode is adopted continuously. When
the maximum ilm2 in the critical mode becomes smaller
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than the current reference value Iref2, the discontinuous
mode is adopted. The current reference value Iref2 is the
same as or slightly smaller than the maximum ilm2 deter-
mined when the critical mode is adopted with the maximum
ilm1 in the discontinuous mode being the same as the current
reference value Irefl. In other words, the current reference
value Iref2 is a value not exceeding the maximum of the
current ils through the reactor [.4 determined when the
critical mode is adopted with the load of the inverter 5 taking
the given value.

As a result, the maximum of the current ils can be
prevented from exceeding the upper limit. Further, making
a switch between the critical mode and the discontinuous
mode based on the maximum can prevent the maximum
from exceeding the upper limit more properly.

<Timing of Mode Switching>

It is desirable that a mode be switched in a period when
the booster circuit 45 is not controlled, specifically in the
feeding mode T1 (see FIG. 42). FIG. 42 shows a mode
selection signal SSm, the input current lin, the current ils
flowing through the reactor L4, the voltage vc, and the
instantaneous value Vdcs of a DC voltage between the DC
power lines LH and LL.

As an example, the discontinuous mode is selected when
the mode selection signal SSm is inactive and the critical
mode is adopted when the mode selection signal SSm is
active. In FIG. 42, the activeness and inactiveness of the
mode selection signal SSm is switched in the feeding period
T1.

If a mode is switched in the receiving period T2 when the
current ils flows, the current ils might be disturbed before or
after the mode switching. Meanwhile, switching a mode in
the feeding period T1 can avoid such a problem.

FIG. 42 shows the current ils flowing through the reactor
L4. The maximum of the current ils flowing through the
reactor L4 is shown to be reduced by switching from the
discontinuous mode to the critical mode.

<Switching Frequency>

In the critical mode, the period AT1 when the switch S is
conducting is expressed by formula (52). A relationship
ils=0 is established when t=AT2 is established in formula
(13), thereby establishing AT2=Vin-AT1/(ve-Vin). Specifi-
cally, the period AT2 when the switch Sl is non-conducting
is determined depending on the period AT1. The period AT1
becomes longer with increase in the current il, so that the
period AT2 also becomes longer with increase in the current
il. Thus, in the critical mode, the switching cycle T (=AT1+
AT2) of the switch Sl fluctuates in response to the current il
and becomes longer with increase in the current il. In other
words, a switching frequency in the critical mode becomes
lower with increase in the current il. The current il takes a
maximum when the load of the inverter 5 is the maximum
rating and the phase angle wt is 90 degrees (also see FIGS.
40 and 41), so that the switching frequency determined at
this time takes a minimum.

Meanwhile, in the discontinuous mode, the switching
cycle T can be a fixed value. Thus, a switching frequency
can also be a fixed value.

A switching frequency in the discontinuous mode can be
lower than a minimum of a switching frequency in the
critical mode. As shown in FIG. 43, this can extend a range
where the critical mode is adopted for the reason given
below.

The conducting period AT1 (=d1-T) of the switch Sl in the
discontinuous mode becomes longer as the switching cycle
T becomes longer, so that the peak value Ip becomes larger
as a switching frequency becomes lower (as the cycle T
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becomes longer). Thus, the maximum ilm1 also becomes
larger as the switching frequency becomes lower. Specifi-
cally, the maximum ilm1 (dashed line) of FIG. 41 in the
discontinuous mode moves upward further with increase in
the switching cycle T. This reduces the load of the inverter
5 further when the maximum ilm1 takes the current refer-
ence value Irefl in the discontinuous mode as shown in FIG.
43, thereby extending an operating range in the critical
mode.

In the critical mode, a switching frequency fluctuates in
response to the current il, so that the value of the switching
frequency is dispersed. This reduces a specific switching
frequency to become a cause for noise of the reactor L4.
Thus, extending the operating range in the critical mode
reduces the noise of the reactor L4 as a whole.

Alternatively, the switching frequency in the discontinu-
ous mode can be higher than the minimum of the switching
frequency in the critical mode. This can extend a range
where the discontinuous mode is adopted. As a result, the
discontinuous mode can be adopted not only under a light
load but also under a middle load.

In the critical mode, a switching frequency is determined
in response to the current il. In the discontinuous mode, a
switching frequency can be a fixed value. This fixed value
can control the frequency of occurrence of switching loss,
thereby enhancing efficiency. Thus, extending the operating
range in the discontinuous mode contributes to enhanced
efficiency under a middle load and a light load.

In terms of reducing the maximum of the current ils, the
fixed value of the switching frequency in the discontinuous
mode can be the same as the minimum of the switching
frequency in the critical mode, for example.

<Generation of Switch Signal for Switch S1>

FIG. 44 shows an exemplary internal structure of a part of
the controller 10 responsible for control on the switch Sl.
The controller 10 includes an arithmetic processor 51, an
arithmetic processor 52, a current command generating unit
53, a duty command generating unit 54, a discontinuous
mode switch signal generating unit 55, a current zero-
crossing detecting unit 56, a critical mode switch signal
generating unit 57, a conducting period command generat-
ing unit 58, a conducting period elapse detecting unit 59, a
feeding period switch signal prohibiting unit 60, a selecting
unit 61, and a selection signal generating unit 62.

The arithmetic processor 51 inputs the power angular
velocity o of the input voltage Vin, calculates sin wt, and
outputs a result as a signal ref. The arithmetic processor 52
inputs the power angular velocity w and outputs a signal
Sign. The signal Sign is expressed by the following formula:

sign(—cos(2wr)) + 1
2

Sign= 63

The symbol sign is what is called a signum function.
When x takes a positive value, sign (x) takes 1. When x takes
a negative value, sign (x) takes —1. Thus, according to
formula (53), in a period when cos(2wt) takes a positive
value, specifically in the feeding period T1, the signal Sign
takes zero and when cos(2wt) takes a negative value, spe-
cifically in the receiving period T2, the signal Sign takes 1.

The current command generating unit 53 inputs the sig-
nals ref and Sign and the input current Iln. The current
command generating unit 53 generates the current command
il* based on the following formula:

il*=Sign-(Im-abs(ref)-Im/abs(ref)/2) 54)
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In this formula, abs(x) is the absolute value of x. Accord-
ing to formula (54), the current command il* becomes zero
in the feeding period T1 and takes a value determined based
on formula (11) in the receiving period T2. The current
command il* in the receiving period T2 may be set to be
larger than that determined by formula (11) and may be set
using formula (28), for example.

The duty command generating unit 54 inputs the current
command il*, the across voltage vc of the capacitor C4, and
the signal ref. The duty command generating unit 54 gen-
erates the boosting duty dl based on formula (16). The
current command il* of formula (54) is adopted as the
current il of formula (16).

The discontinuous mode switch signal generating unit 55
generates a switch signal SSI in the discontinuous mode
(hereinafter called a switch signal SSId) based on the
boosting duty dl. As an example, the discontinuous mode
switch signal generating unit 55 is a comparator that com-
pares the boosting duty dl and a carrier (such as the carrier
C) and outputs a result of the comparison as the switch
signal SSId.

The current zero-crossing detecting unit 56 detects a
zero-crossing of the current ils (instantaneous value) flowing
through the reactor [4. In the example of FIG. 44, the
current zero-crossing detecting unit 56 is shown to be a
comparator that detects a zero-crossing of the current ils
when the detected current ils is smaller than a given refer-
ence value (substantially zero). Alternatively, the current
zero-crossing detecting unit 56 may detect a voltage VL of
the reactor 1.4 and detect a zero-crossing of the current ils
based on the voltage VL.

The critical mode switch signal generating unit 57 is for
example an RS flip-flop that inputs the output of the current
zero-crossing detecting unit 56 to a set terminal. Thus, the
RS flip-flop outputs an activated signal SSlc' in response to
detection of the current zero-crossing.

The conducting period command generating unit 58
inputs the signal ref and the current command il* to generate
a command value AT1* for the period AT1 based on formula
(52).

The conducting period elapse detecting unit 59 detects
elapse of the command value AT1* from a time when the
zero-crossing of the current ils is detected. As an example,
the conducting period elapse detecting unit 59 has an
integrating circuit 591, a reset signal generator 592, and a
comparator 593. The integrating circuit 591 receives a
constant value (DC voltage) and a control signal input from
the reset signal generator 592. In the absence of input of the
control signal, namely in the presence of input of an inactive
control signal, the integrating circuit 591 integrates this
constant value with respect to time and outputs an integrated
value. Thus, the integrated value increases in proportion to
time.

The reset signal generator 592 is for example an RS
flip-flop that inputs the output of the current zero-crossing
detecting unit 56 at a reset terminal. Thus, the RS flip-flop
outputs an inactive signal as a control signal to the integrat-
ing circuit 591 when the zero-crossing of the current ils is
detected. The integrating circuit 591 sequentially outputs
integrated values after initializing the integrated values with
inputting this control signal as a trigger.

The comparator 593 compares the command value AT1*
and the integrated value. When the integrate value exceeds
the command value AT1*, the comparator 593 outputs this
excess. In this way, the comparator 593 can detect elapse of
the command value AT1* from the zero-crossing of the
current ils.
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The output of the comparator 593 is input to a set terminal
of'the reset signal generator 592. In response, the reset signal
generator 592 applies an activated control signal to the
integrating circuit 591. This makes the integrating circuit
591 stop integrating operation.

The output of the comparator 593 is input to a reset
terminal of the critical mode switch signal generating unit
57. Then, the critical mode switch signal generating unit 57
makes the signal SSI¢' inactive in response to elapse of the
command value AT1* from the zero-crossing of the current
ils.

The feeding period switch signal prohibiting unit 60
prohibits out of the switch signal SSI for the critical mode
(hereinafter called a switch signal SSlc) in the feeding
period T1. In the example of FIG. 44, the feeding period
switch signal prohibiting unit 60 is an AND circuit that
receives the signal SSIc' input from the critical mode switch
signal generating unit 57 and the signal Sign. In response,
the feeding period switch signal prohibiting unit 60 outputs
an inactive signal as the switch signal SSlc when the signal
Sign is 0 (specifically, in the feeding period T1) and outputs
the signal SSIc' as the switch signal SSlc when the signal
Sign is 1 (specifically, in the receiving period T2).

The selecting unit 61 inputs the switch signals SSld and
SSlc and the mode selection signal SSm. Based on the mode
selection signal SSm, the selecting unit 61 outputs one of the
switch signals SSId and SSlc as the switch signal SS1 to the
switch S1.

The mode selection signal SSm is generated by the
selection signal generating unit 62. The selection signal
generating unit 62 outputs the mode selection signal SSm
such that the switch signal SSlc is adopted when the load of
the inverter 5 is higher than the given value and the switch
signal SS1d is adopted when the load of the inverter 5 is
lower than the given value.

As an example, the current ils is input to the selection
signal generating unit 62. The selection signal generating
unit 62 detects a maximum of the current ils in one cycle of
a single-phase AC voltage. Then, the selection signal gen-
erating unit 62 outputs the mode selection signal SSm based
on the maximum. As an example, when a current mode is the
discontinuous mode and the maximum ilm1 is larger than
the current reference value Irefl, the selection signal gen-
erating unit 62 switches the mode selection signal SSm and
outputs the switched signal. When a current mode is the
critical mode and the maximum ilm2 is smaller than the
current reference value Iref2, the selection signal generating
unit 62 switches the mode selection signal SSm and outputs
the switched signal.

Alternatively, the current command il* may be input to
the selection signal generating unit 62, and the selection
signal generating unit 62 may calculate the maximum ilm2
in the critical mode and the maximum ilm1 in the discon-
tinuous mode based on the current command i1*.

<Method of Determining Inductance of Reactor [.4>

A method of determining the inductance L.m of the reactor
L4 is described.

The discontinuous mode can be achieved in the entire
receiving period T2 by making a maximum of the sum of the
periods AT1 and AT2 less than the switching cycle T. The
sum of the periods AT1 and AT2 becomes largest when the
current il becomes highest, specifically when the load of the
inverter 5 becomes a maximum rating and the phase angle
wt is 90 degrees (also see FIG. 40).

Meanwhile, reducing a period when the current ils is zero
is desirable in order to reduce the peak value Ip. In this
regard, this period is zero when the sum of the periods AT1
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and AT2 is largest, so that the discontinuous mode can be
achieved in the entire receiving period T2 and the peak value
Ip can be suppressed.

If the sum of the periods AT1 and AT2 is the same as the
switching cycle T, an average of a voltage of the switch S1
can be expressed as (1-dl)-vc. This average is the same as
the rectified voltage [Vinl, thereby establishing
VmIsin(wt)l=(1-dl)-ve. Thus, the boosting duty dl deter-
mined when the phase angle wt takes m/2 (=90 degrees) is
expressed by the following formula:

di=1-Vm/ve (55)

Meanwhile, the following formula is derived by deform-
ing formula (16) with respect to the inductance L.m:

dP? -ve-Vin-T (56)

Im= ————
2-il-(ve = Vin)

As a result, by adopting a value determined when the
inverter 5 is at a maximum rating and the phase angle wt is
90 degrees as the current il in formula (56), by adopting a
value determined when the phase angle wt is 90 degrees as
the input voltage Vin, and by adopting formula (55) for
determining the boosting duty dl, the inductance Lm is
determined that can reduce the maximum ilm while realizing
the discontinuous mode reliably in the entire receiving
period T2.

While the present disclosure has been described in detail,
the foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative and
does not restrict the disclosure. It is understood that numer-
ous modifications not illustrated can be devised without
departing from the scope of the disclosure.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of controlling a direct power converter,

the direct power converter comprising:

a first power line;

a second power line, a potential applied to said second
power line being lower than a potential applied to said
first power line;

a diode rectifier that performs single-phase full-wave
rectification, said diode rectifier having an input side
connected to a single-phase AC power source, which
outputs an AC waveform represented as sin(wt), with
wt being a phase angle of the single-phase AC power
source, and an output side connected to said first and
second power lines;

a charge-discharge circuit provided between said first and
second power lines; and

an inverter that converts a DC voltage between said first
and second power lines to an AC voltage,

said charge-discharge circuit comprising:

a buffer circuit including a capacitor and a first switch
connected in series to said capacitor between said first
and second power lines on the side of said first power
line relative to said capacitor, said buffer circuit trans-
ferring power between said first and second power
lines; and

a booster circuit that boosts a rectified voltage from said
diode rectifier to charge said capacitor, said booster
circuit including:

a diode having an anode, and a cathode connected
between said first switch and said capacitor;

a reactor connected between said first power line and
said anode such that a first terminal of said reactor is
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connected to said first power line and a second
terminal of said reactor is connected to said anode;
and

a second switch connected between said second power
line and said anode such that a first terminal of said
second switch is connected to said second power line
and a second terminal of said second switch is
commonly connected to said anode and said second
terminal of said reactor, wherein

a DC voltage applied to said first switch and said capacitor
is input to said inverter as said DC voltage between said
first and second power lines;

power is fed from said buffer circuit to said first and
second power lines in a first period when cos(2wt) is

positive, with cos(2wt) being the cosine value of a

value twice the phase angle wt,

power from said first and second power lines is received
by said buffer circuit in a second period when said
cosine value is negative, and

at least one of the following is satisfied:

a discharge duty for making said first switch conduct-
ing is set to be higher than a first value in said first
period, said first value being determined by dividing
the product of an amplitude of an AC voltage of said
single-phase AC power source and said cosine value
by the product of an across voltage of said capacitor
and V2, and

a rectifying duty for making said diode rectifier con-
ducting is set to be higher than a second value in said
second period, said second value being the reciprocal
of the product of the absolute value of said sine value
and V2.

2. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 1, wherein

said rectifying duty in said second period is set to be
higher than said second value, and

said discharge duty in said first period is set at a value
determined by multiplying said first value by a factor

(>1) such that a maximum of ripple of a virtual DC link

voltage caused by said rectifying duty becomes the

same as a maximum of ripple of said virtual DC link
voltage caused by said discharge duty, said virtual DC
link voltage being expressed as the sum of the product
of said discharge duty and said across voltage and the

product of said rectifying duty and a rectified voltage of

said AC voltage.

3. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 2, wherein

said second switch of said booster circuit is controlled
such that in said second period, a current flowing
through said reactor becomes a value determined by
multiplying a value by a third value, said factor, and a
ratio of an average of a DC current input to said inverter
to a fourth value, said value being determined by
subtracting a half of the reciprocal of the absolute value
of said sine value from the absolute value of said sine
value, said third value being a wave height value
determined by converting an input current input to said
diode rectifier to a sine wave relative to an effective
value of said input current, said fourth value being
determined by multiplying said third value by 14/2.

4. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 2, wherein

an amplitude modulation factor is reduced as said virtual

DC link voltage increases as a result of ripple, said
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amplitude modulation factor being a ratio of an ampli-
tude of an output of said inverter to said virtual DC link
voltage, and

said inverter is controlled based on said amplitude modu-
lation factor.

5. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 1, wherein said rectifying duty in said
second period is 1.

6. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 5, wherein said discharge duty in said
first period is a value determined by multiplying said first
value by V2 as a factor.

7. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 1, wherein

a switching signal with a pulse width modulated in a
period determined by multiplying a cycle of a carrier
and said discharge duty, to make said first switch
conducting, is applied to said inverter,

when a zero duty expressed as a value determined by
subtracting the sum of said rectifying duty and said
discharge duty from 1 is higher than zero, a switching
signal with a pulse width modulated in a period deter-
mined by multiplying a cycle of said carrier and said
rectifying duty and said rectifying duty is applied to
said inverter and said inverter is made to adopt a
zero-voltage vector in a period determined by multi-
plying said cycle of said carrier and said zero duty, and

when said zero duty is lower than zero, a switching signal
with a pulse width modulated in a period determined by
multiplying said cycle of said carrier by the sum of said
rectifying and zero duties is applied to said inverter.

8. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 1, wherein

in said first period, said second switch is turned on and off
repeatedly in a critical mode or a discontinuous mode,

said critical mode is a mode in which said second switch
is turned on at a time when a reactor current flowing
through said reactor becomes zero and said discontinu-
ous mode is a mode in which said second switch is
turned on after said reactor current becomes zero, and

said critical mode is adopted when a load of said inverter
is higher than a given value and said discontinuous
mode is adopted when said load is lower than said
given value.

9. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 8, wherein

when a maximum of said reactor current in said discon-
tinuous mode exceeds a current reference value, said
load is determined to be higher than said given value
and said critical mode is adopted, and

said current reference value is smaller than a maximum of
said reactor current when said critical mode is adopted
in a state that said load is at a maximum rating.

10. The method of controlling the direct power converter

according to claim 8, wherein

when a maximum of said reactor current in said critical
mode is smaller than a second current reference value,
said load is determined to be lower than said given
value and said discontinuous mode is adopted, and

said second current reference value is the same as or
smaller than a maximum of said reactor current when
said critical mode is adopted in a state that said load
takes said given value.

11. The method of controlling the direct power converter

65 according to claim 8, wherein a switching frequency of said

second switch in said discontinuous mode is the same as a
minimum of said switching frequency in said critical mode.
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12. The method of controlling the direct power converter
according to claim 8, wherein a switching frequency of said
second switch in said discontinuous mode is higher than a
minimum of said switching frequency in said critical mode.

13. The method of controlling the direct power converter
according to claim 8, wherein a switching frequency of said
second switch in said discontinuous mode is lower than a
minimum of said switching frequency in said critical mode.

14. The method of controlling the direct power converter
according to claim 8, wherein said first switch is made to
keep non-conducting in said first period and said critical and
discontinuous modes are switched in said second period.

#* #* #* #* #*
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